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2. 2. 


10 the Righe Honourable the 


LORD CUTTS 


f Colonel of Eur Majeſty's Cold-Streaw 
W 0M" Cs Ke, ho; 1 
th Lord, ee >: OE 
BS HE Ades of "VL Fo 
I Re Papers is ſo very 
251 . much Due to Vork, 
Lordſhip, that they are 
2 a mere Report of what has 
2 my Guard to my Com- 
for they were writ upon 
Dury, * the Mind wa per- 
; HE, A 2 — 


"DEDICATION 


-in the filent Watch of the Night, 
to run over the Buß) Dream of 
the Day; and the Vigilance” 
which Obliges us to ſuppoſe an 
Enemy always near us, has 


kat Diſengag d and at Leiſure 1 "1 


Awaken 4 3 Sen Or heb is [2 oy 


Reſtleſs and Subtle one which 
conſtantly: attends our S teps, , and 
meditates our Ruin. 
Thoughts of this Narute, 1 

Man may with Freedom ac- 
knowledge to Your. Lordſhip, 
who have ever been ſo far from 
running into the Faſhionable 
. Vice ng Exploding Religion, that 

your Early Valour firſt ap ppear d 
againſt the Profeſs d Enemies of 
Chriſtianity; and Buda had Tranſ- 
5 mitted your to late Poſterity, = 


* 


R F af * d 
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DEDICATION. 


* you your ſelf have Obliceta- 9 
ted your Part in that Glorious 
Scene by the freſher Memory of 

5 yous: At FRE: and Namure. 
With one honeſt purpoſe 7 

_ Life, and conſtant Service of one 
Intereſt, and one Cauſe, in what 
Country have you not Fought? 
in what Field have you not Bled! 

But I know I here Offend you, 
nor will you allow: WN in 
Commendation to be like a 
Friend; but if, my Lord, to 
ſpeak you Generous, Honeſt and 
Brave be not ſo, I do aſſure you 
tis the only thing III ever do ini 
dannen with your Enemies. 
A rad : your "Erich, ;- bur-if _ 
5 there are any who have Igno- 
88 rance or Malice * to be 
„„ M03 uch, 
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ſuch, their little Hates muſt be 


loſt in the Diſtinction the better 


World allow you „* and l that 6d 
County (whole Diſcerning is re- 1 


fin d by a Learned and Elegant 
Univerſity) has done you ſo great 
an Honour, in making you Una- 


nimouſly their Repreſentative in 


Oppoſe your Reputation, do but 
confeſs they are Unacquainted 


with what paſſes in the World, 
and Strangers to the Reſidence 
of Knowledge and Virtue. 


Twas there you recciv'd: thoſe 


Rudiments of Honour, which 
have render d your Life Conſpi- 
cuous enough to make you ap- 

| Pear a worthy Deſcendant of an 


Ancient and Diſtinguiſh'd Family, 
910 1 
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DEDICATION, 


| which has Serv'd the Crown its 
the moſt Eminent Stations, and 
been equally Fayourites of their 
" Country „ twas there you Re- 


ceiv'd thoſe Impreſſions which In- 


ſpire that true Uſe of your Being, 
which ſo juſtly divides your Time, 
between Labour and Diverſion, 
chat the one does but Recreate 
for the other, and which give a 
generous Contempt of both, 
| When they come in Competition. 4 
| with the Service of that Count 
Which you Love, and chat God - 


whom you Worſhip. | 
Go on, my Lord, \hus to 


j Contemn, and chus to enjoy 


Life; and if ſome great Engliſh 


Day does not call for that Sacri- 
Jo dice dee * are 1 A 


DE DISAT TO N 


dy to Offer, may you in a Ma- 
ture Age go to Sleep with your 
Anceſtors, in Expeckation not of 
an Imaginary Fame, but a Real 
Immortality. 000745 7-2 4 
As for Bd Preſent I now- ik * 
you, if you'll Accept it with 
your uſual Goodneſs and Affecti- 
on to me, I ſhall Entertain no 
further Hopes; for as your Fa- 
 . Your is my Fortune, ſo your 12 5 


| probation 1 Is 1 5 Fame. * 
1 . 1 | ; 11 5 43322 SGX Ig Che A 
WIL 3 * My Lo ORD, 237527 
\ 24 10 . oF 
en Gan» Tow Lord's 
March 23, 1701. 
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"4 2 i moſt Humble Servant, 
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4 12 er of P eople: the Men of | 
Mit and the Men of Buſi- 
neſs, and. theſe have it "whol=. 
bh in their . Power but bows 
ever „ Mighty. the latter may eſteem them 
ſelves, hey bave much tbe leſs fhare in 
the Government of Mankind, and till they 
aun keop the: others out o Company as» 
well as Employment, they. will haue an 
almoſt Irreſiſtible Dominion over us. For, 
their Imagination is. ſo very quick and lively, 
that in all they enjoy or Poſſeſs,; they haue 
a.:Relifh highly Supertar to. that of fie. 
Men; awbich fine Senſe of things they can 
communicate to others: in ſoprevaling a man- 
ner, that they give and take Fry what 
Be a "eo Phaſes far aubile the My 
£1 | * 
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of Wit ſeas he ee jon. bis GY | 
ers, by apt preſentation. of bis © 
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for our on ſakes bis Slaves and Fol- | 
bi: charming Force with the- utmoſt 25 


Power, miſplace our Love, our Hatred, 
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and they of raculties above us have wrapt 
things, in their own 9 of dart and. © 


; tain. a * Nate W 
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f being ſuch as he it, and quickens aur 
"heavier Life into Joys we ſhould never 
of our ſelves have taſted, ſo that we are 


lowers: But indeed they | generally af | 
raum, and, as tis too much in their | 
our  Defires and | Averſrons, on ONT: 


Objects; Fa that. when we are left to dur 
1 we find Truth  diſcolour'd to u, 


Aſpet?, in fo bright a Di 72 * 
— * they aue 3 A kind of -Praiſe' 

and Gallantry on ſome. Vites, and balf 
perſuaded "as that 's Whore may b al. 
a Beauty, a "an eee 10 * 


" Theſe Ile are rn 27 the Arbi- 
| trary Sway, of Zegiſlative  Ridicule, while 
by, I know not” what Hedam of good” A 
Breeding, Converſation is confin'd to In- 
different, Low, or perha s Vitious Sub- 
gefts, and all 195 is" Serious, Good or 
oy, almeſt * the Suck orld © For 

in 
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Sis, att the Happieſt and Plea Hh = z 


PREFACE 


es of thoſe we have mind 1 


there daily ariſe ſo many Pretenders to do 
Miſchief, that what ſeem'd at firſt but a 
| Conſpiracy, is now. a general Inſurrettion 
againſt Virtue; and when they who really 
bave Wit lead the way, it is hardly to be 
prevented, but that they muſt be followed 
by a Crowd who would be ſuch, and make 
hat ſhift they can to appear ſo, by  help- 
ing one Defett with another, and ſupplying 


= Pant o 2 with want of Grace, and 
van of Reputation with want of Shame. 


- Thus are Men hurry'd away in the Pro- 
ſecution of mean and ſenſual Defires, and 
inſtead of Employing their Paſhons in 
the ſervice of Life, they. ſpend their Life 
in the Service of their Paſſions z yet tho 
is @ Truth very little receiv'd, that Vir- 
tus is its own Reward, tis ſurely an ande- 
niable one, that Vice is its own Puniſh» 
ment; for when we have given our Appe- 
tites a looſe Rein, we are immediately pre- 


cipitated by em into unbounded and endleſs 


Wiſhes, while wwe repine at our Fortunt, 
iF its Narrowneſs curbs em, the" the Gra- 
 #:ification of em were a Kinds like the 
Indulgence of a Man's Thirſt in a Drops 
/; but. this Diftemper of Mind is neuer 10 
oy e vill Men will more anger. 
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PREFACE. 


wedly atremes the Work, and will reſale 
to value themſelves e upon a ſtrong 
Reaſon to allay their Paſſions, ROE a Hue 


* to raiſe : em 


For if we be Judge of, things. >." | 
we are not attually engag'd or concerns 


in em, every Man's own Experience muſt 
inform im, that both the Pleaſures we 
follow, and the Sorrows' we ſhun, are in 


Nature very different from what we \ con» | 
ceive em, when we obſerve that paſs En- 
Joyments- are Anxious, paſt Sufferings plea» | 
fing in the Reflection: and ſince the Memo- 


ry the one make us apprehend our Strength, 


the other our Weakneſs, it is an Ar- 
gument of a trivial Mind to prefer the Sa- 
tisfaftions that lead to 5% ee Pune | 


Pains that lead to Tranquility. 
But if that conſiſts (as it certainly goes) 


in the Mind's enjoyment f Truths; the moſt 


vexatious Circumſtance of its | Auguiſh, is 


that of being in Doubt; from which Men 
will find but a very ſhort. Relief, if they 
draw it from the Collections or , Obſervati® | 
ons of ſedentary' Men, who have been call d 


Wiſe. for -propoſing Rules of active Life, 


which. they cannot be.. ſuppoſed to under _ 
ftand : For between the. Arrogant and Fa-. 
aer Indolence of <a and the falſe and.” | 
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pleaſurable Felicity of others (which are 

| equally. Chimera's) 4 Man is ſo utterly. _ 

| divided, that the Happineſs of . Philoſophers. © 

| appears as Fantaſtick as the Miſery of « 

Ma ſhall not, tis hoped, be underſtood 

by. ſaying” this, to Imagine that there is @ 

$ /ufficient Force in the ſhort following Eſſay, 

10 fiem the Univerſal and Deſiruttive Tor- 

| rent of Error and Pleaſure z it is ſufficient. 

if ue can ſtand without Ring carry'd away. 

| i 2014þ. it, and we ſhall very willingly reſign 8 * 

the Glory of an Oppoſition, if we can enjoy 

be Safety of a Defence; and as it as at firſt. 

 ({ attempred to diſengage my own Mind from 
| decetving Appearances, ſo it can be publiſh'd 
for no other end, but to ſet others a thinks, 
ing with the ſame JInclination: Which 
whoever will pleaſe” to do, will make a 
much better Argument for his. own private 
Uſe,. than any body elſe can far Him. For 
ill Habits of the Mind, no more than thoſe. 
| of the Body, are to be cur'd by the Pati- 

ent 1 Approbation of the Medicine, except 

Hell reſolve to take it; and if my Fellows. 


Soldiers (tg: whoſe Service more eſpecially I 
would direct any Thoughts I were capable. 
Y would form to themſelves, (if any do: 
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not) 4 conſtant Reaſon of ' their Attions, - 
R 5 1 
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they would find themſelves better prepar d 
fur all the Viciſitudes they are to meet. 
wb, when inflead of the Changeable Heat 
of mere Courage and Bload, they acted up- 
on the firm Moti ves of Duty, Valour, and 
 Canftancy of Sol. bs 0 
For (however they are diſaſteem by 
| ſome Unthinking, not to ſay, Ungrateful 
Men) to Profeſs Arms, is to Profeſs being 
ready to Die for others; nor is it an Or- 
dinary Struggle between Reaſon, Senſe, and 
' Paſſion, that can raiſe Men to a calm and 
ready Negligence of Life, and animate . 


10 Aſſault without Fear, Purſue without 


Cruelty, and Stab without Hatred. FF 
But Virtuous Principles muſt infallibly 
be not only better than any other We can 
Embrate, to Warm us to great Attempts, 
but alſo to make Our Days in their Ordi- 
mary Paſſage ſlide away apreeably: For as 
nothing is — Daring than Truth, ſo there 
is nothing more Chearful than Innocence; 
and indeed I need not have been beholden | 


13 the Experience of a various Life to have 


been convinc d, that true Happineſs is not io 
Be found but where ] at preſent place it; For I 


was long ago inform'd where only it was 
» Fo be had, by the Reverend Dr. Ellis, my 
Ever-honour'd Tutor; which Great Obliga- 


>R 


5 


1 * I could not but Mention, tho' my Gra- 
mude to Him is perhaps an Accuſation of _ 
my ſelf, who ſhall appear to have ſo little _ 
Proſited by the Inſtitution of ſo Solid and 
Excellent a Writer, tho' be is above the 
emptation of (what is always in his Pow». 
%% UTE oooh 
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No 1 but choſe of. 


RELIGION 


"SUFFICIENT, | 
To make a Great Man. 


aa ck INS 185 8 n 
LOVED T is certainly the moſt uſeful Tak 

NO, we can poſſibly Undertake, to 
SE reſcue our Minds from the Pre-? 
judice with which a falſe and un- 
reaſonable F eule of our ſelves 
has enſlaved us. But the Exami- 
nation of our] own Boſoms is ſo ungrateful an 
Exerciſe, that we are forced upon a, thouſand | 


man Apes, to * our * into an imperfect N 


8 8 8 Tran 8 


"uy E 
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_ Teangquility, which we rhight obtain fincere and WK 


Jenn grids pied, if we had Courage enough to 
' look" at the ghaſtly Part of a ee gut 
"we are ſtill Flatterers to our ſelves, and Hypo- ü 
Frites the wrong way, by chuſing, inſtead of the 
Folid Satisfaction of Innocence ànd 'Fruthz the © 
returning Pangs of Conſcience, and working 
Out our ation, as we = taught to do our 
Happineſs, with Fear and Trembling. 
Blut this Misfortune we owe, as we do moft 
others, to an unjuſt Education, dy which we 
are inſpir d with an Ambition of acquiring ſuch 
Modes and Accompliſhments, as rather enable 
us to give Pleaſure and Entertainment to others, 
than Fatisfaddion and Quiet to our ſelves: 80 
Phantaſtical are we as to dreſs for a Ball when 
we are to ſet out on a Journey, and upon 
hange of Weather, are juſtly derided,, not pi- 
tied, by the Beholders. How then ſhall we pre- 
pare for the unaccountable Road of Life, when 
we know not how long or how ſhort it will 
prove, or what Accidents we ſhall meet in our 
paſſage? Can we take any thing with us that 
can make us chearful, ready and prepar'd for 
all 'occafions, and can ſupport us againtt all En- 
counters? Yes, we may (if we would receive 
it) a Confidence in God. Yet, leſt this beim- 
5252 upon Men by a blind force of Cuſtom, - 
dt the Artifice of ſuch Perfons whole Intereſt 
perhaps it may be to obtrude npon our Mirth, 
and our Gaiety, and give us a melancholy Pro- 
ſpect (as ſome Men would perſwade us) to) 


4 
2 
7 
F 


maintain themſelves in the Luxury they deny 
us; let us not be frighted from the liberal aſe | 


dot our. Senſes, or meauly reſign our preſent O- 


- 


4 & — 


Te Cunisrtan Hero. 3 
pinions, till we are convine'd from our own 


g Reflection alſo, that there is ſomething in that 
| Opinion which can make us leſs inſolentin Jo 
; leis depreſs d in  Adverfity, than the Methods 


we are already engag'd in. And indeed the 
chief Cauſe of Irreſolution in either State, muſt 
proceed from the want of an adzquate Motive 
to our AQions, that can render Men"Dauntleſs 
| and Invincible both to Pleaſure and Pain. 
It were not then, methinks, an uſeleſs En- 
| quiry to ſearch into the Reaſon that we are io 
willing to arm our felves againſt the Afﬀaults of 
Delight and Sorrow, rather with the Dictates 
of Morality than thoſe of Religion; and ho 
it has-obtain'd, that when we lay a thing was 
5 Vone like an old Roman, we have 2 generous 
and ſublime Idea, that warms and kindles in us 
together with a certain Self- diſdain, a deſire f 
Imitation; when, on the other ſide, to 'fay, 
'twas like a Primitive Chriſtian, chills Ambiti- 
on, and ſeldom riſes to more than the cold ap- 
probation of a Duty that perhaps a Man wiſhes 
he were not oblig'd to. Or, in a word, why is 
it that the Heathen ſtruts, and the Chriſtian 
ſheaks in our Imagination? If it be as Machia- 
ui ſays, that Religion throws our Minds below 
noble and hazardous Purſults, then its Follows * | 
ers are Slaves and Cowards; but if it gives 3 RF” 
more hardy and aſpiring Genius than the World 
| before knew, then He, and All our fine Ob- 
ſervers, who have been pleas'd to give us only 
Hleathen Portraitures, to ſay no worſe; have 
_ robb'd their Pens of Characters the moſt truly 
Gallant and Heroick that ever appear d to Mari 
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1 TheCurisriax Hero. 

About the time the World receiv'd the beſt. 
News it ever heard, The Men whoſe Actions 
and Fortunes are moſt pompouſly array'd in 
Story, had juſt acted or were then performing 
their Parts, as if it hadibeen the Deſign of Fro- 
vidence to prepoſſeſs at that time, aſter a more 

ſingular manner than ordinary, the Minds of 
Men, with the Trappings and Furniture of 
Glory and Riches, to heighten the Virtue and 
Magnanimity of thoſe who were te oppoſe em 
all, by paſſing through Wants, Miſeries and 
Diſgraces; and indeed the ſhining Actions of W 
theſe iliuſtrious Men do yet glare ſo much in 
our Faces, that we loſe our Way by following 
-a falſe Fire, which well conſider'd is but a de- 
Iufive Vapour of the Earth, when we might 
enjoy the leading conſtant Light of Heaven. 
o make therefore a juſt Judgment in our 
Conduct. let us conſider two or three of the 
moſt eminent Heathen, and obſerve whether 
8 or we, are better appointed for the hard 
and weary March of human Life; for which 
Examination we will not look into the Cloſets 
of Men of Reflection and Retirement, but in- 
to the Practice and Reſolution of thoſe of Acti- 
on and Enterprize. There were never Perſons 
more conſpicuouſly of this latter ſort, tan 
thoſe concern'd'in the Fortunes and Death of 
Ceſer; and ſince the Pulſe of Man then beat 
at the higheſt, we will think it ſufficient to our 
Purpoſe carefully to review Him, and Them, 
as they March by us, and if we can ſee ary ap- 
parent Defe& in their Armour, find out ſome 
way to mend it in our own. But it will re- 
-Quire ay our Patience, by taking notice of the ü 


. 
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minuteſt Things, to come at (what is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to us) the Receſles of their Hearts, 
and Folds of their oO, ͤ 4 0 
Salluſt has tranſmitted to us two very great, 
but very different Perſonages, Ceſar and Cato, N 
aud placed them together in the moſt judicious | = 
' Manner for appearing to advantage, by the al- 
ternate Light and Shade of each other: Ceſar's 
Bounty, Magnificence; Popular and Sumptu- 
ous Entertainments ſtole an univerſal Affection; 

Cato's Parſimony, Integrity, Auſtere and Rigid - 
Behaviour commands univerſal Reverence: 
None could do an vutifentile thing before Cæ- 

ſar, none a looſe one before Cato: To one. 

*twas Recommendation enough tobe Miſerable, 

to the other to be Good: To Caeſar all Faults 

were pardonable, to Cato none: One gave. 
oblig'd, pity'd and ſuccour'd indifferentiy ; 


= CYothes bland, oppos'd, and condenm'd impar- 6 
tially: Ceſar was the Refuge of the Unhappy, . IA 
Cato the Bane of the Wicked: Cato had rather « 
be, than ſeem Good; Ceſar was careleſs of 
either, but as it ſerv'd his Intereſts: Cato's 
Sword was the Sword of Juſtice, Ceſar's that 
of Ambition: Ceſar had an excellent common 
Senſe and right Judgment of Occaſion, Time 
and Place; the other blunt Man underſtood not 
Application, knew how to be in the Right; 
but was generally ſo, out of Seaſon: Cars 
Manner made even his Vice charming, Cats 
even his Virtue diſagreeable: Cæſar inſinuated 
IIl, Cato intruded Good: Ceſar in his Sayings, 
his Actions and his Writings was the firſt and 
happieſt of all Men: In his Diſcourſe he had a 
conſtant Wit and right Reaſon; in his Actions, 
V 


6 TheCunrerrian Hero: 


tions 


Figure Cæſar bore in the 


+ 


Gaitantry and Succeſs; in bis Writings, every 
thing that 3 Author can pretend ce ih 


which perhaps no Man elſe ever had; he men- 
imſelf with a good Grace. Thus it was 


very natural for Cæſar, adorn'd with every Art, 


Maſter of every neceſſary Quality, either for 


Uſeor Ornament, with a ſteady and well-plac'd 


' Induſtry to ont-run Cato, and all like him, who 


had none and defir'd none, but an ever weak 
vhs the Good for Bs Friends. e Garth 
Dow this fort of Men were Ceſar and Cato, 


YhIEh has 1ſt one's Nine l 


out following 'em thro? all the handſome Inci- 


dents and Pallages of Life, we may 2poy em. 
Well enough in f 
Iy in their manner of Dying: For in thoſe laſt 


inature,. by beho 


Minutes, the Soul and Body both collect all their 


Force, either pravęl A5 oppole the Enemy, of 
pion: „ 


cefully receive the Cons neror, Death. ba 
Ce ar, by 4 long Janet of uccelles, was 
now become apparent 


the Earth be under his Command, who ſeems 
to court Dominion for no other end, but to 


* 


res of beſtowing an forgiving? bis was the 


Indulge an inſatiable Mind in the glorious Plea- 


and by theſe Arts they artiv'd at that height, 
OT a 
Unmov'd and Inesorable Honelty: Yet, with-. 


ng 'em on- 


orld's Opi- 
nion, 


It aſter of his Country, 
but with a Security, that's nargral to gallant 
en, Heroically forgave the moſt inveterate of 
his Oppoſers Now was he follow'd with Ap- 
plauſe, Renown, and Acclamation : His Va- 
Jour had ſubdued the Bodies, his Clemency the 
Minds of his Enemies: And how bleſs'd muſt 


» 
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nion, but not in Gao s. He was there 
there a Tyrant in fpite of the Gloſs of Snecefs 
and of Fortune, Which could not create Ap- 
- Ppearances bright 77315 to dazzle his Eyes from 4 
ſeeing the Traitor in the Conqueror: He knew, * 2 
to give a Man his own as a Bounty was but a | 
more impudent Robbery, and a Wrongimprovd — «+ 
by the Slavery of an Obligation: He juſtly and | 
8 diſdain'd that his Fellow-Citizen 
10u'd pretend to be his Lord; to his honeſt. 
Mind a Pardon was but a more ant In- 
& ſult, nor could he bear the Apprehenſſon of ſee- 
ing his Equal infli& apog bits a tyrannical For- 
= 9 What then muſt this unhappy good 1 
Man do? Whither ſhall oppreſs'd Virtuè fly 4 
from Slavery? From Slavery? Ne. He is (tilt 1 
Free, Lord of Himſelf, we” Maſter of his Paſ- 
fions; Ceſar is the Captive, He is ShackPd, . 
He is Chain'd, and the numerous Troops Which 
he boaſts the Companions of his Triumphs, and 
his Glories, are but ſo many Witneſſes of his 
Shame and Confuſion, to whom he has by an 
open Ufarpation manifeſted his broken Faith, 
falſe Profeſſion, and proſtituted Honour. But 
how far this Impreſſion of intrinfick Glory and 
1 in ſincere, tho' diſtreſs'd Virtue, and 
the fenfe. of a wicked Man's abject, tho? pro- 
ſperous Condition (which Cato's Philoſophy 
ve Him) did avail in his afflicted Hours; the 
eſolution he is going to take will demonſtrate 
He had now at U#*zca freſh and ſhocking In- 
telligence of the gathering Adherents to his E-- 
nemy, and could read, in his own Company, 
the mere Followers of Fortune in their Coun- 
- 8 -*cnance, but obſerv'd it with a negligent and un-. | 
wks B 4. . 


Q 


. 
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8 The CurisTian Hero. 
daunted Air, concern'd only for the Fate of 
others, whoſe weak Pity of themſelves made 
em the Objects of his Compaſſion alſo. It 
Was viſible by a thouſand little officious things 
he did, he was reſolv'd to leave this bad World: | 

For he ſpent the Day, which he delign'd ſhould MR 
be his laſt, in a certain Vanity of Goodneſs: MR 
He Conſulted, Perſuaded, and Diſpatch'd all he 
thought neceſſary for the Safety of thoſe that 
were about him; which Services they receiv'd 
from him, whoſe Intent they ſaw, with Tears, 
and Shame, and Admiration. 'y 

He continued the whole Evening this affeQ- 
ed Enjoyment of his Friend's Anxiety for him, 
Which he rais'd by ſer Diſcourſes, and abated, 
or rather confirm'd by a ſtudied Indifference, 
till he went to Bed, where he read Plato's Im- 
mortality, and Gueſſes at a future Life: At 
luaſt he enquir'd for his Sword, on purpoſe miſ- 
laid by his Son; they did not immediately bring 
ic, which he ſeem'd to take no notice of, but 
again fell to his Book: After his ſecond Le- 
cure, he again wanted his Sword: Their Heſi- 
tation in letting hin have it, threw him into an 
unſeemly Rage, and Expoſtulation with his 
Friends, whole obliging Sorrow with-held it? 

What has he done, what has he committed, to 
be betray'd into the Hands of his Enemy ? Had 
Cats Wiſdom ſo far left him, that he muſt 
be difarm'd, like a Slave and a Madman? What 
had his Son ſeen fo indifcreet in his Father, 
that he was not to be truſted with himſelf? To 
all this cruel and intemperate Queſtion, he was 

anſwer'd with thehumbleſt Behaviour, tendereſt 

Beſeeching, and deepeſt Eſteem; They 7 — 

n plor'd- 


 TheCurisTian Hero. + 
plor'd his Stay amongſt em as their Geniugs 
their Guardian, and Benefactor; Among the 
reſt, a fond Slave was putting in his Reſiſtance, 


and his Affliction, for which he daſh'd the poor 


Fellow's Teeth out with bis Fiſt, and -forc'd 
out of the Room his / lamenting Friends, with 
Noiſe, and Taunt, and Tumult; a little while 
after had his Hand with which he ſtruck his. 
Servant dreſs'd, lay down, and was heard to 
Snore; but ſure we may charitably enough be- 
lieve, from all this unquiet Carriage, that the 
Sleep was diſſembled, from which as ſoon as 
he awak' d, he Stabb'd himſelf, and fell on the 
Floor; His Fall alarm'd his wretched Depen- 
dants, whoſe help he reſiſted by tearing open 
his own Bowels, and ruſhing out of Life with 
Fury, Rage and Indignation. 1 | 
This was the applauded Exit of that Noble 
Roman, who is ſaid with a ſuperior and invin- 
Cible Conſtancy to have eluded the Partiality of 


Fortune, and eſcap'd the Incurfion upon the 


Liberty of his Country: It ſeems then, had he 


* liv'd, his own. had, been lolt, and his calling; 


himſelf: ſilt Free, and Cæſar the Uſarper, '@ 
Bond-man'and Shave, were but mere Words; 
for his Opinion of things was in reality Stunn'd 
by Succeſs, and he dy'd Diſappointed of the Ima- 
ginary Self-Exiſtence his 'own Set of Thoughts 
had promis'd him; by an Action below the Pre- 
cepts of his Philoſophy, and the Conſtancy of 
Thus did Cato leave the World, for Which 
indeed he was very unfit, in the Hands of the 
moſt Skilful Man in it, who at his entrance, 
on its Empire ne paſt. Glorious Life 
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by uſing with fo much Temper and Moderation 
What he had purchas'd with ſo much Blood+ 
ſhed and Violence: But we muſt leave, at pre- 
ſent, this buſie and Inceſſant Mind-to the ' ot 
 ditation of Levelling inacceflible Mountains, 
Checking the Courſe of the Ocean, and cor- 
recting the Periods of Time: We muſt leave 
him employ'd in Modelling the Univerſe (now 
his own) in the ſecure Enjoyment of a Life 
| hitherto led in Illuſtrious ds, and now 
every way ſafe, but where tis its Beauty to lye 
open, to the Treachery of his Friends. 
Among the many Pretenders to that Chara- 
ter was Caffins, an able and experienc'd Sol- 
dier, bound to him by no lefs an Obligation, 
than the giving him Life aũd Quarter in we” 
He was of a Dark, Sullen and Lu,, Spirit, 
quick to receive, but ſlow to diſcover a Diſtaſte; 
His Anger never flew into his Face, but de- 
ended to his Heart, which rankled, and prey- 
ed upon it ſelf, and could not admit of Com- 
133 either from Religion or Philoſophy ; 
ut being a perfect Epicgrean, and fancying 
there were none, or if any, only Lazy and Su- 
pine Deities, muſt neeeſſarily Terminate his 
Hopes and Fears in himſelf, and from his own 
Arm expect all the Good and Evil of which 
his. Life was capable: This Man, in his Tem- 
per uneaſie, and piqu'd by a certain Partiality 
of Ceſar's to his Diſadvantage, could not fa- 
tisfie a Sedate Bloody Humour by any leſs Re- 
ion than his Ruin; and having a revenge-- 
fal-Biaſs of Mind, a ſhort Memory of Kind- 
neſſes, and an indelible Reſentment of Wrongs, 
reſolv'd to cancel an odious Benefit, by a 1 * 


ey 
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ſing Injury: To this Determination he was: 
prompted by the worſt ovly Good Quality a Man 
ean have, an undaunted Courage, which fer- 3 
mented in Him a reſtleſs and Gzawing Medit - 
tion of his Exemy's, that is, his Benefattor's Death;, 
A Thought befitting the Greatneſs of his Am- 
bition, and the Largeneſs of his pernicious Ca 
 pacity; His Capacity, which confiſted in a $kil> 
ful Diffimulation of his Faults ; for being full. 
of thoſe Vices which nearly approach, and ea- 
fly aſſume the Reſemblance of Virtue, and 
ſeldom throw a Man into viſible and obvious 2 
Follies, he fo well accommodated his ill Qua- 
lities to the good ones of thoſe with whom he | 
Convergd, that he was very well with the beſt: 
Men by a Similitude of their Manners ;. His: 
Avarice obtain'd the Frugal; . his Spleen, and 
Diſreliſh of Joy, the Sober and Abſtinent; His 
Envy, and Hatred of Superiors, the Aſſerters 
of Publick Liberty: This confiderable Wretch 
Kilfully warm'd and urg'd fome of his-own: 
Temper, whom he knew. ready for any great 
Miſchief, to pull down the Over-grown:Caſar,. 
and enſaar'd others by the ſpecious Pretence of - 
2: ſincere Love to his Country, to meet all 
Hazards for her Recovery; Theſe illuſtriaus 
Ruffians; who were indeed Men af the moſt 
Weight, and the boldeſt Spirits of the. Roman; 
Empire, deſign'd to diſpatch him in the Eye | 
of all the World, in open Senate; but | neithet 
their r or Accompliſhmenta were great 
enough to ſupport em in fo Nefarious an At. 
tempt, without there could be an Expedient 
thought of, to give it a more ſacred Eſteem 
than any of their Characters * 
VF 1 Ius, 
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12 The CHRISTIAN HERO. 
Twas therefore neceſſary to make Marcus 
Bratus of the Conſpirao x.. 

| © This Gentleman poſſeſs'd the very Boſom of 

'* ,ICafor, who having had a Notorious Intrigue 

With his Mother, was believ'd to have thought 

him his Son; but whether that, or an Admira- 
tion of his ue, was the cauſe of his Fond- 
neſs, He had io tender a Regard for him, that 
at the Battel of Pharſalia he gave it in Orders 
to the whole Army, if he would not take Quar- 
ter to let him eſcape: He was, like Ceſar, ad- 
dicted to Letters and Arms, and tho? not equal 
to him in his Capacity for either, above him in 
the uſe of both. He never drew his Sword but 
with a deſign to ſerve his Country, nor ever 
Read with any other purpoſe but to ſubdue his 

Paſſions, fo that he had from Books rather an 
Habit of Life than a Faculty of Speech; in his 
Thoughts as well as Actions he was a ſtrict 

Follower of Honeſty and Juſtice; all he ſaid, 
as well as all he did, ſeem'd to flow from a 
publick and unbiaſs'd Spirit: He had no occa- 
ion for the Powers of Eloquence to be able 
to perſuade, for all Men knew *twas their In- 
tereſt to be Of his Mind; and he had before he 
ſpoke that firſt Point, the good - will of his Au- 
dience, ſor every Man's Love of himſelf made 
him a Lover of Brutus. He had this Eminence 
without the leaſt taint of Vanity, and a great 
Fame ſeem'd not ſo much the Purſuit, as the 
Conſequence of his Actions: Thus ſhould he 
do a thing which might be liable to Exception, 
Men would be more apt to ſuſpect their own 
Judgment than his Integrity, and believe what- 
ever was the Cauſe of the Action, it muſt bes 
Caf; 5 | * 
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; 4 good one, ſince it mov'd him: And tho' a per 
5 ect 


* 
. 


Love of Mankind was the Spring of alb 
he acted, that Humane Temper never threw 
him into Facility, but ſince he knew an un- 
rounded Compaſſion to one Man might be a 
ruelty to another, mere Diſtreſſes without 
Juſtice to plead for em could never prevail up- 
on him, but, all Gentle as he was, he was im- 


pregnable to the moſt repeated Importunity, e- | 


ven that of his own Good-nature. 
Such was the Renown'd Brutus, and one 
would think a Man who had no ill Ambition 
to ſatisfie, no looſe Paſſions to indulge, but 
whoſe Life was a Regular, Eaſie, and Sedate. 
Motion, ſhould be in little [Temptation of fal- 
ling into a Plot; but ill Men, where they can- 
not meet a convenient Vice, can make uſe of, 
a Virtue to a bafe purpoſ. a; 
Hie was Lineally Deſcended from the ta- 
mous Brutus, that extinguifh'd the Targus, 
whoſe Debauches and Cruelties made a Regal 
Name in Rome as juſtly odious, as that of the 
Bruti venerable for the Extirpation of it; and 
Ceſar had very lately, in the midſt of an abſo- 
lute and unlimited Power, betray'd a Fantaſt- 
ick Ambition of being call'd King, which ren- 
der'd him Obnoxious tothe Malice of the Con- 
irators and the Virtue of Brutut. This was 
he Place where the Magnanimity of that Pa- 
triot ſeem'd moſt acceſſible, for *twas obvious, 
that He who wanted nothing elſe to. ſpur. him 
to Glorious Attempts, muſt be alſo Animated 
by the Memory of IIluſtrious Anceſtors, and 
not like narrow and degenerate Spirits, be ſa- 
| Lisfied with the Fantask of Honour deriv'd og | 
* * 7 others 


2 * 


14 The CuRTSTIANR HERO. 
others, from whom, without a Similitude of 
Virtue, tis an unhappy diſtinction to deſcend. 
Vet however hopeful this Handle appear d. 
they could not ſo abruptly attempt upon his aw- 
fol Character, as immediately to propoſe the 
Murder to him, without ſome. diſtant Prepara» 
tion of Mind to receive it. There were there- 
fore theſe Words frequently dropt in his way, 
from unknown Hands: Thou art no lopger 
Bratus; Thou art aſleep, Brutus; and the like; 
by which Artifice he grew very Thou ghtful and 
buſie with himſelf, about the purpoſe of theſe- 
Advertiſements : One of ſuch Moments Caſſius 
took hold of, and opened to him the great De- 
ſign for the Liberty of his Country from Ce-- 
ſars: Uſurpation : needed no more to 
make him do a thing, but his Belief that *twas. 


| ot: He ſoon conſented that Cefar deſerv'd to» 
A 


and fince he did, to Die by his Hand.. 
Gaining this Perſonage, made all ripe for Exe- 
cution, and Caſas poſſeſs'd a full Satisfaction 
in that he had engaged a Man in the Attempt, 
who in the Eyes of the People, inſtead of being 
ſully'd by it, would ſtamp a Juſtice and Autho-- 
rity upon the Action; whoſe confirm'd Repu- 


tation was ſufficient to expiate a Murder, and 


conſecrate, an Aſſaſſination. 
Fet tho“ his Juſtice made him readily conſent: 
to Cefar's Death, his Gratitude upon Reflecti- 
4 ſhook his Reſblution to att in it; all which 
Confli& with himfelf we cannot view without 
the Incident of Porc:a's- 
This Lady obſerv'd her Nusband fall on a 
fadden from an eaſſe, placid and fond, into a 
troubled, ſhort and diſtraQed Behaviour; * 


g 
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is Mind too much 1 y'd for the conjugal 

ments, and kind I endernefles, in which 

= the was uſually happy; yet upon this Obſerva- 
tion grew neither Jealous or Sullen, but mourn' d 

| his Silence of his Affliction to her with as deep 

2 Silence: Nn I ſay, this noble Roman 

Wife, turn'd all her Su 

| modeſtly believ d twas her Incapacity for bear- 

ing ſo great a Secret, as that which diſcompos d. 

the ſtedfaſt Brutus, made him conceal from her 

an Affliction, which ſhe thought ſhe. had a Ti- 

tile to participate; and therefore reſolv' d to. | 


know of her ſelf, whether his Secrecy. was a 


| tion ſhe thus ſpoke to her Husband. 


Wrong to her, before ſhe would think it ſo; to 
make this Experiment, the gave her ſelf a deep 

Stab in the T high; and thought if ſhe could. 
bear that Torture, ſhe could alſo that of a Se- 
cret; the - Anguith and Concealment of he 
Wound threw: her into a Fever, in that 


* 66 I; Brutus, being the ghter of. Cœre, | 
4% was given to you in Marriage, nat like aConcus 
bine, to partake only of the common. Civili- 
& ties of Bed and Board, but to beat a part in. 
4 all your good and all your evil Fortunes; 
<« and for my part, when I look on you, I find. 
4 no reaſon to repent this Match; But from. Me, 

„hat Evidence of my Love, what Satisfadti- 

on can jou receive, if 1 may not ſhare with. 

« you in your moſt hidden Griefs, nor be ad- 
« mitted to any of your Counſels, that require 

„ Secrecy and Truſt? 1 know very well, that 

„ Women ſeem to be of too weak a Nature 

to be truſted with Secrets; but certainly, 
i e eee ee eee e Oo 

vid. Mr. Duke's Tranſlation-of the Liſe of Brutus. 


* 


ſpicion upon her ſelf, and. 


af 
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« Bratut, a Virtuous Birth and Education, and 
« a Converſation with the Good and Honou- 
©" rable, are of ſome force to the forming our 
« Manners and ſtrengthning our Natural Weak- 
; «neſs; and I can boaſt that Jam the Daughter 
« of Cato, and the Wife of Brutus. In which 
« two great Titles, tho? before I put too little 
Confidence, yet now I have try'd my ſelf, I 4 ? 


« that even againſt'Griefand PainTam Invincible. 
She then told him what ſhe had done, but it 
is not eaſie to repreſent the kind Admiration 
fuch a Diſcourſe muſt give a Husband, and the 
ſweet Tranſport that was drawn from their mu - 
tual Affliction, is too delicate a touch of Mind 
to be underſtood but by a Brutus and a Porcia. 
Vet tho' he was not too Wiſe to be tender to 
his Wife, when he had unboſom'd himſelf, in 
{ſpite of this laſt Action, and a thouſand name- 
tefs things, that occurr'd to his Memory to ſof - 
ten him, he left his Illuſtrious Heroin in her 
Pains and her Sorrows, to purſue his publick 
Reſolutions. But he is gone, and ſhe can burſt 
into thoſe Tears which the Awe of his Virtue 
| had made her ſmother; for how alas ſhall the 
q _ Heart of Woman receive fo harfh a Virtue, as 
1 to gratiſie her Husband's Will, by conſenting. 
to his Ruin? How ſhall the ſtruggle with her” 
own Weaknefs and his Honour? But while 
ſhe lay in his Boſom ſhe learn'd all the Gallan- 
try of it, and when ſhe ponders his Immortal 
Fame, his Generons Juſtice, and Roman Re- 
ſolution, her Mind enlarges into a Greatneſs, 
which ſurmounts her Sex, and her Affection: 
When the views him in the conſpicuous part 
of Life, ſhe can bear, nay Triumph in his 
7 $ 2.5 : Loß; 
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Loſs; but when ſhe reflects and remembers 
their Tenderer Hours, thus would he Look, 
thus would he Talk, ſuch was his Geſture, 
Mein, the Mitth, the Gaiety of the Man ſhe 
Lov'd (which Inſtances are more intimate Ob- 
jects ot Affection, than Men's greater Quali- 
ties) then ſhe is all Woman, ſhe reſigns the 
Great but laments the Agreeable Man; Can then 
my Brutus leave me? Can he leave theſe long- 
ing Arms for Fame? She has no juſt Notion of 
any higher Being to ſupport her wretched Con- 
dition ; but however her Female Infirmity made 
her languiſh, ſhe has ſtill Conſtancy enough to 
keep a Secret that concerns her Husband's Re- 
putation, tho' ſne melts away in Tears, and 

ines into Death in Contemplation of her Suf- 
ferings. > | 
- Such muſt have been the Soliloquy of this 
Memorable Wife, who has left behind her an 
everlaſting Argument, how far a Generous 
Treatment can make that tender Sex go 
even beyond the Reſolution of Man, when 
we allow that they are by Nature form'd 
to Pity, Love and Fear, and we with an Im- 
pulſe to Ambition, Danger and Adventure. 
The World bore a Gloom and heavy Pre- 
ſage of Cæſar's approaching Fate. Tis ſaid 
Wild Beaſts came into the moſt frequented 
Parts of the City, Apparitions in the Streets, 
nnuſual Illuminations in the Skies, and inau- 
ſpicious Sacrifices damp'd the Hearts of all Men, 
but the Aſſaſſins, who with an incredible Calm 
of Mind expected the opportunity of Satiating 
their Vengeance in the Blood of the U ſurper; 
yet was not Caſſius himſelf wholly e | 


an rallied away his Fears, and with a very 
pood Mein conducted his Friend to his 


" — 
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foxths? he was as great an Atheiſt as any among 
8 


can pretend to be, he had the Weakneſs and 
Superſtition at that time, to invoke a Statue of 
Pompey for his Affiſtance. It is as obſervable, that 


Ceſar, the Evening before his F a, a Sup- 
| per-converſation (at one of his 
Houſes) on the ſubject of Death, pronounc'd 


urderer's 


a ſudden one to be the moſt deſirable; and a 


little ſhock'd with reiterated. ill Omens, and 


toueh'd with the reg Dreams and Frights 
of a tender Wife, refoly'd to forbear going to 


the Senate on the Morning appointed for his 
Execmtion; which Difficulty D. Brutu, under- 
took to get over; a Gentleman ſo ſuperlative- 


ly excellent that way, that he could not only 
upon ſuch an occaſion appear Compog'd, but 
alſo in very good Humour; this ſusering Ruffi- 


—... = 
When he came into the Senate, they roſe to 


kim, and with a pretended joint Petition for a. 


Baniſh'd Man, the Aſſaſſins preſs'd. about him, 


as ſoon as he was Seated : He ſeverally check'd. 
their Importunity, but while they were 
thus employ'd, one of em gave the Sign by 


throwing his Robe over his Neck; another, op- 
preſs'd with the Grandeur of the Attempt, made 
at him an irreſolute Paſs: He briskly oppos'd. 


tte Villain, and call'd him ſo; They all ruſh'd 


n him with drawn Ponyards; till he reſiſted, 
till he ſaw Brutus coming on, then with a ge- 
nerous and diſdainful . yielded to the 
ſtroke of a Pardon d, Oblig'd and Rewarded 


Friend. But there are in England a Race of 


Men, 


Bey 


: 


Ip 


Men, who have this Action in the moſt pro- 
feſs d Veneration, and who c miſcall 
the Rancour, Malice and Hatted © 
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all Hap- 


jo and Higher than themſelves, (which they 


ye in common with Caſizs) Gallantry of 
Mind, Diſdain of Servitude, and Paffion for 
publick Good, which they pretend to with Bre- 
tut; and thus qualified with III, fet up for Fa- 
ction, Buſineſs, and Enmity to Kings. But tis 
to be hop'd theſe Men only run round till they're 
giddy, and when all things turn too, fancy 
themſelves Authors of the Motion about em, 
and ſo take their Vertigo for their Force; for 
ſure they have a futile Pretence to a good pub- 


* 


lick Spirit, who have an ill private one. 


But there lies the Mighty Ceſar, an Eternal 


Iyſtance how much too Generous and too be- 


lieving thofe unhappy Princes are, who depend 


upon the tie of Men's Obligations to em, with- 


out having their Opinions on their fide; for 


nothing hinders a Man's walking by the Prin- 


Ciples of his Soul, but an Opportunity to exert 


em; when that occurs, the ſecret Enemy 


throws off his Mask and draws his Dagger. 
Yet Reflections of this nature are ſomewhat 


low 
they gave their BenefaQor; for *twas in Pro- 
vidence to fruſtrate their C 


ounſels, by turning. 


Baka, i to our Purpoſe, we muſt therefore fol- 
theſe bloody Men, to a Fate as violent as 


that Virtue to their Ruin, which they had en- 
ſnared for their Protection. The fearleſs. Brz- 


txt had too much Clemency, to make this Blow 


fafe dy the Execution of the neareſt Adherents 
Mito His Safety conſiſted in his unbials'd 
Ws and undaunted Reſolution, which would 


not 


——ͤ— — 
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not let him ſtoop to the taking away any Life 
below that of the greateſt of Mankind. - 
However this Injury. was repair'd to. Cæſar, 
for he was voted a God in the very Place 
' Where he ceas d to be a Man; which had been, 
| a good ſaving Clauſe, cou'd they have perſua- 
. ded his Succeſſor Octavia alſo, to have been 
_ contented with Omnipotence; but the young. 
Scholar was ſo much enamour'd with this World 
i that he left his Book to diſturb and rule it ; and. 
if t _compals his End, took upon him the hope- 
ful Reſolution of ſparing no Man, from a Re- 
feCtion perhaps that his Uncle was Ruin'd by 
| Mercy in his Victories. 5 
But it is not our Buſineſs, to fall into an Hli- 
ſtorical Account of the various Occurrences, 
which happen'd in the War between the Cæſa - 
rian Army and that of the Conſpirators, any 
farther than it is neceſſary for judging bow fat 
the Principles they walk'd by were uſeful to 
em in their greateſt Extremities. As Brains 
one Evening ſat Penſive and nn the 
Paſſages of Life, and the Memory of Cæſar 
occurr'd to him, now. perhaps not as a Traytor, 
a2 Tyrant or Uſurper, but as one he Lov'd and 
Murder'd; an Apparition appear'd (or he thought. 
appear d to him) which told him he was his evil 
enius and would meet him at Philippi; to 
which he calmly anſwer'd, I' meet thee there: 
But he communicated a ſad Impreſſion which. 
this made upon him to Caſſius, who in an Epi- 
career manner gave him a Superficial Comfort, 
by Diſcourſes of the Illuſions, our Fancies, our 
reams and our Sorrows imprint upon the 
Mind, and make an imaginary a real Tomes 


\ 
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Vet the Night before the fatal Battel, he en- 
quir'd (in caſe of a Defeat) his Reſolution. as 
to Flight and Death. To which: Brutu:: 
We. « When I Was Young, Calſius, and unskil- 
« ful in Affairs, I was ngag.'d I know not 
« how into an Opinion of Philoſophy, which 
«made me accuſe Cato for killing himſelf, 
« as thinking it an Irreligious Att againſt the 
« Gods, nor. any ways valiant amongſt Men, 
« not to ſubmit. to Divine Providence, nor be 
« able fearleſly to receive and undergo what. 
«.ever ſhall happen; but to fly from it: But 
« now in the midſt of Dangers I am quite of 
« another Mind, for if Providence ſhall not 
e diſpofe what 1 now Undertake according to 
« our Wiſhes, Ireſolve to try no farther Hopes, 
« nor make any more Preparations for War, 
but will Die contented with my Fortune, 
4 for I already have given up my Life to the 
« Seryice of my Country, on the Ides of March, 
« and all the time that I Lived fince, has been 
With l 809 FAODONr-- TR ns 
However Gallant this Speech may ſeem at 
firſt Sight, it is upon Reflection a very mean 


one; for he 5 no 8 of Reaſon for 
his Deſertion of the noble Principle of Reſig- 

nation to the Divine Will, but his Dangers and 
Diſtreſſes; which indeed is no more than if he 
had plainly Confeſs'd, that all the Schemes we 
can form to our ſelves in a Compos'd and 
Proſperous Condition, when we come to be 
oppreſs d with Calamities, vaniſh from us, and 
are but the Effects of luxuriant Eaſe and good 
Humour, and languiſh and, die away with em. 


vid, Mr, Duke's Tranſlation of the Life of Brutus 
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But to make this a fair deduction from his Dif- 

courſe, let us om artially fbut with” Lender. 
neſs and a at him in his laſt Pan 
At the Battel of Philippi, Brutus command od 
the Right, Caſſiat the eft of the Line: The | 
firſt broke x4 poſite N. of the Enemy, 
the ſecond was Faſelf ford. But by a Fai: 
lure in their Orders and Intelligence, each was 
ignorant of the other's Fortune; Bratus fol- 
low'd his Blow, and his Heat drove him too 
far before he thought of Caffins, whom at laſt, 
with a ſtrong Detachment, he returns to Re- 
lieve. His Friend retreated to a riſing Ground, 
to View and Bewail the Fate of their Cauſe, 
and Commanded an Officer to obſerye that Bo- 
dy marching towards him: The Gentleman 
ſoon found 'em Friends, and confidently Rid 
in amongſt em; they as kindly enelos'd him 
to enquire News: Upon ſeeing this, the miſe- 
rable Czffizs concluded him taken by the Ene- 
my, and giving all for loſt, retir'd into a Tent, 
where he was by his own order Kill'd by a 
Servant.” 

Here Brxtzs, whom neither the Fondneſs of 
an excellent Wife, Obligations to a generous 
Friend, or a Meſſage from the Dead cou'd di- 
vert from meeting all 8 ſinks and falls 
into the moſt extream 7 
3. with ſome others that e d the Pur- 
fuit, retir'd to a Thicket of a Wood, where 
alſo finding they 8 trac d, twas proposid 
ſtiln to F oy But he, after having exprefsd. a 
Satisfaction = falſe one, fince he could not 
tive with it) in his Integrity, which he preferr d 
8 wt Succeſſes of his Enemies, ran upon his 


* 
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Sword, and trasfix'd that grea 


with the killing Reflection upon Ez ta Brute? 
Here let us throw a Veil over this miſtaken 
Great Man, and if poſſible cover him from 
Human Sight for ever, that his feduc'd and Am- 
biguons Virtue may be na more Prophan'd, as 
an Umbrage tothe Counſels of Perjur'd Friends, 
E aa Regicides, and implacable Deſpe- 

oes. n VV 
Nov the uſe we make of theſe Reflections, is, 


fince Cato firm Conſtancy, Brutus hi 
rous Zeal, and Caſſius his ſteady Malice, all 


and Deſpondence at laſt, we may juſtly con- 
clude, that whatever Law we may make to 
our ſeives, from the Greatneſs of Nature or 
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t Heart with a 
ſuperfluous Blow, which ſure was before Stabb d 


that fince we have ſeen the mighty Cæſar himſelf 
fall into Sypet(tition at the Thought of his Exit, 
is gene- 


ended in the ſame Dereliction of themſelves, 
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AN is a Creature of ſo mix'd a Compo- 
4 ſure, and of a Frame ſo Inconfiſtent and 
Different from Its ſelf, that it eaſily ſpeaks his 
Affinity to the higheſt and meaneſt Beings; that 
is to ſay, he is made of Body and Soul, he-is at 
once an Exgine and an Engineer: Tho? indeed 
both that Body and Soul act in many Inſtances 
ſeparate and independent of each other: For 
when he Thinks, Reaſons and Concludes, he 
has not in all that Work the leaſt Aſſiſtance 
from his Body: His fineſt Fibres, pureſt Blood, 
and higheſt Spirits are as brute and diſtant from 
2 Capacity of Thinking as his very Bones; and 
the Body is ſo mere a Machine, that it Hun- 
gers, Thirſts, Taſts and Digeſts, without any 
_ exerted Thought of the Mind to command that 
Operation: which when he obſerves upon him- 
ſelf, he may, without deriving it from Vapour, 
Fume or Diſtemper,. believe that his Soul ma 
as well Exiſt out of, as in that Body from whic 
it borrows nothing to make it capable of per- 
forming its moſt perfect Functions. This may 
ve him hopes, that tho* his Trunk return to 
its native Duſt he may not all Periſh, but the 
Inhabitant of it may remove to another Man- 
fion; eſpecially ſince he knows only Mecha- 
nically that they have, not Demonſtratively 
- how they have, even a preſent Union. | 


i 


And 


and ſuperior Reflection upon its own Being 
and Actions, and that Thoughts flow in upon 


Torment; which Being it cannot but ſuppoſe 


* 


- 
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And ſince this Mind has a Conſciouſneſs. 


it, from it knows not what Source, it is not 
Unnatural for it to conceive, that there is ſome- 
thing of a Nature like it ſelf, which may, Im- 


perceptibly, act upon it, and where it cannot 
deduce its reaſonable Performances from aux 
corporeal Beginning, draw Hopes or Fears from 


ſome Being thus capable to Impreſs Pleaſure or 


its Author. 35 (El BY. £4 N 
ut this its Author is Incomprebenſible to the 
Soul (which he has thought fit to Impriſon in 
Senſe and Matter) but as he is pleas'd to re- 
veal himſelf, and beſtow. upon it an Expecta- 
tion of its Enlargement; yet were we to take 
the Account which Poetical Writers give, and 
ſuppoſe a Creature with theſe . Endowments ” 
wandring among other wild Animals, the In- 
telligent Savage would not be contented with 


what Rapine or Craft could gain from his Bre- 


thren Beaſts, but his Condition would ſtill be 
as neceſſitous for his better Part; and his dark 
natural Enquiry would make him, for want of 


a more juſt Knowledge of his Creator, fall in- 


to Superſtition, and believe every Fountain, 


Grove and Foreſt inhabited by ſome peculiar- 


Deity, that beſtow'd upon Mankind the Stream, 
the Shade and the Breeze. 3 
But we are inform'd that the wonderful rea- 


tor of all Things, after he had given the Ri- 
vers to Flow, the Earth to bring Forth, and 


= 


the Beaſts to Feed, ſaw and approv d his Work, 
but thought a Dumb, Brute and Mechanick 
415 N 2 World 
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oath an imperfe& Creation, *till inhabited by 
a AK. Beings _— inels ſhould 
con n Obedience tO, a Contemplation : 
oh him and his endes. 
4 For this reaſon Man was created with intel- 
1 lectual Powers and _ 8 who im- 
Y mediately beheld wit and Rapture a 
World ade for the ea and Admiration 
of his new Being; how eame he into this happy 
happy State whence the Order i the Beauty! the 
Melody of this Living Garden! Are the Trees 
Verdant? Do the Birds fing? Do the Foun- 
tains flow for no other reaton but to Delight 
and Entertain him? How does he paſs through 
the moſt bright and delicious ts, and how 
does he Barn to utter himſelf upon the Bes- 
tick Motions waich they give him! In ſuch 
tweet Inquietude were the Sf ſt Hours of the 
World ſpent, and in this Lofſiznde of Bliſs and 
ht our Parent fell into-a profound Sleep; 
when * who knew how Irkſome a a 
| lonely H ppinefs was to a ſociable Nature, 
form'd Fa, of his Side a Companion, Woman: 
He awak' d, and by a fecret Simpathy beheld his 
Wife: He beheld his own rougher Make ſoſt- 
en'd into Sweetneſs, and temper d into Smiles : * 
He faw a Creature (who had as twere Heav'n's 
ſiecond Thought in her Formation) to whom he 
could communicate his Conceptions, on whom 
he could Glut his Eyes, with whom he could 
Raviſh his Heart: Over this Conſort his nage 
and Wiſdom claim d, but his Affection reſign 
the Superiority: Theſe both Equal and (bel 
Superior were to live in a perfect Tranquility, 
and ** as happy a *— The 3 


1 


a 
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and all its Fruit were theirs, Except only one 
Tree: Which ligbt Iujunction was all that was 
requixr d of em as an Inſtance of their Obedi- 
ence and Gratitude to his Bounty, who had 
given em every thing elſe. But ſuch was their 

Vanity and Ingratitude, that they ſoon forgot 
the Dependance ſuitable to a borrow'd Being, 
and were deluded into an empty hope of 'becom- 

ing by their Tranſtreſſion like their Creator, 
and (tho juſt Born of the Duſt) proud 
enough from that No-Exiſtence to diſdain one 
that was -precarious: They did therefore Eat 
and were Undone; they offended God, and 
like all heir ſucceeding Criminals * him, 
were conſcious that they did ſo: Innocence 
and Simplicity were baniſh'd their Boſoms, to 
give way to Remorſe and Conviction. Guilt 
and Sbame are the new Ideas they have pluck'd 
from the Tree of Knowledge: I heir affronted 
Creator pronounces upon em à Sentence 
which they now think more ſupportable than 
the Pain of his offended Preſence, which he 
withdrew; and commanded Nature to give em 
no further voluntary Obedience; ſo that he was 
now to extort from her the continuance of their 


vwretched G ition by Foil and Labour, and ſhe. 
to bring forth Heirs to it with Pangs and Torture 
This is the Account we have from a certain 


neglected Bgok; which is call'd, and for its 
| ave Excellence above all other Books de- 
erveily call'd THE SCRIPTURE: And 
methinks -we wy be : convinc'd.of the Truth 
af this Hiſtory: of our Parents, by the infallible 
| Spots and Symptoms of their Hereditary Dif- 

eaſe in our I * Pride and 3 
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For what is more natural to us, than by an un- 
reaſonable Self-Opinion, (tho* we cannot but 
feel that we are but mere Creatures, and not of 
our ſelves) to aſſume to our ſelves the Praiſe 
and Glory of our Capacities and Endowments! 
and how Lazy, how unwilling are we to Era- 
dicate the deep and inward Satisfaction of Self- 
admiration? However it muſt be confeſs'd, that 
tis the moſt ſenſeleſs and ſtupid of all our In- 
firmities; for *till you can remember and re- 
count to us, when that Thinking, 7 hrobbing 
Particle within, firſt reſolv'd to Wear a Body, 
when it ſpun out its Arteries, Fibres and Veins, 
_ contriv'd the warm circulating Stream that runs 
through em, when you firſt ventur'd.to let 
the -Heart pant, the Lungs ſuck Air, and at laſt- 
to lanch the whole tender Machine into the 
hazard of Motion; *til, I fay, you can acquaint: 
us with all this, you muſt kneel fall down be- 
fore him, by whom you were thus Fearfully - 
and Wonderfully Made. E ah een 
But the firſt Pair, now ſuſpicious of each 
other, baniſh'd the more immediate Influence 
and Preſence of their Almighty Protector, were 
liable (Naked and Diftreſs'd as they were) to 
be entangled by the Thorn and the Brier, and 
torn by the Lion and Wolf, who have ever 
ſince been prompted to fly in the Faces of the 
deteſted Ingrates: Therefore the®! increaſing: 
World, for their Defence againſt Themſelves, 
and other Animals, were oblig'd to go into Con- 
tracts and Policies, ſo that human Life (by long 
Gradation) aſcended into an Art: The Tongue 
was now to Utter one thing, and the Boſom 
to conceal another; and from a Deſire of Su- 
9 — periority 
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periority in our deprav'd Natures, was bred that 
unſatisfied Hunger Ambition; a monſtrous Ex- 
creſcence of the Mind, which makes Super flui- 
ty, Riches, Honour and Diſtinction, but mere 
Neceflities of Life, as if twere our Fate in our 
allen Condition (leſt a Supply of what frugal 
ature deſires ſhould be obtain'd) to find out 
an Indigence foreign to us, which is incapable 
of being reliev'd, and which (to confirm our 
Want and Miſery) increaſes with its Acquili- 
tions: Under this leading Crime, are Envy, 
Hatred, Cruelty, Cunning, Craft and Debate, 
_ Muſter'd and Ae and a Battalion of Diſ- 
eaſes, Torments and Cares, the natural Effects 
of thoſe Evils, become our boſom Compani- 
ons; from Which no Arms can reſcue, no 
Flight ſecure us, but a Return to that God, in 
whoſe Protection only is our Native loſt Seat 
of Reſt and Tranquility. To which Abode 
ſince our Expulſion e cannot dare to approach, 
but Guilt which runs even to Succours it knows 
vain, makes us, with our firſt. Parents in the 
ſame Circumſtances, hide from Omnipreſence : 
I faid in the ſame Circumſtances, for we have 
not only implicitly committed their Crime, as 
we were in them, but do. alſo actually repeat 
it in our own, Perſons: For when a Created 
Being xelinquiſhes the Power of its Creator, 
_ and. inſtead of relying on his Conduct and Go- 
vernment, draws to ſt ſelf an independent Mo- 
del of Life, what does it but pluck from the 
Tree. of Knowledge, and attempt a Theft of 
Underſtanding, from him who is Wiſdom it 
ſelf? This is a tremendous. Conlideration, yet 
is there nat that, Man breathing, who has any 
e ee eee 
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where placed his Confidence but in God, and 
conſiders ſeriouſſy his own Heart, but feels irs 
Weight, nor can the Bofom under it receive 
Impreſſion, but that of endleſs Deſpair. 
at beho!d the Darkneſs diſperſes, and there 
is ſtil! Hope breaking in upon our Sorrow, by 
the Light of which we may again lift up our 
Eyes, and ſee our Maker: For in the midſt of 
our deſerv d Miſery, our Reconciliation is com- 
ing on through a Mediator, who is perfectly 
unconcern'd in our Crime: But tho* innocent 
of our Tranſgreſſion, aſſumes that and our Na- 
ture, and, as an Atonement for us, offers his 
Life a Ranſom, with this Regard on our Part, 
that as it is an Expiation, it is alſo an Exam- 
ple: An Example to inſtruct us, that not only the 
firft Command laid upon us was a reaſonable 
one, but alſo the preſent Life eaſie and ſapporta- 
ble, for he himſelf voluntarily undergoes ſt in its 
eateſt Calamities: He who had all things mn 
his Power, and wanted all things, by inforcing 
an abſtinent uſe of Wealth, and patient endu- 
| ring of Poverty, reſtores ns not only to the 
Blits of leading this Life with Satisfaction and 
Refignation to the r ee h only is 
our true Life) but by a ſhort ge rag Gig 
momentary Death, tranflates us to an happy 
everlaſting Exiſtence, incapable of Sorrow, 
Wearineſs or Change: To accomplifh which 
great Revolution, our glorions 'Dehiverer from 
our ſelves defign'd to Eftabliſh his Empire, not 
by Conqueſt, a Right much more laſting, 
Arduons and Indiſpatable Conviion; For our 
Slavery being Intellectual and in our own Bo- 
Toms, the Redemption wut be there alfo; 15 


Th S Hexo. 21 


the World, ba with its own i 


ceive ſo Abſtracted a Manumiſſion, but con- 
temn'd the Promiſe of Reſtoration to Life and 
Liberty, from a poor Man, who himfels enjoy'd 
none of the Advantages which ariſe from wels 


Be (but Miſznder/tood) Appellations. 


May we then without Blame approach and 
behold this Sacred and Miraculous Life? How, 
atas ! ſhall we Trace the Myfterious Steps of 
God and Man? How confider him at once in 

Subjection to, and Dominion over — 1 4 pi 
The moſt Appoſite, (tho moſt flow): Me- 
thod of reducing the World to its Obedience, 
was that our Bleſſed Saviour ſhould appear in 

the deſpicable Attire which he did, without any 
of thoſe Attendant Accidents which attract the 

Eye, and charm the Imagination: For the Know- 
ledge which he was to introduce, being an Eter- 
nal Truth; the proper Manſion for it was in 

the Reaſon and udginent, into which when it 
had once enter d, ir was not to be remov'd by 

any Impreſſions upon the lower Faculties, to 
which it was not to be beholden for a Recep- 
tion. There is not therefore one Inſtance in 
the New Teſtament of Power exerted to the 
Deſtruction, tho* fo many to the Preſervation 
of Mankind : But to a degenerate Race, he that 

Heals, is leſs valu'd than he that Kills: Con- 
fuſion, Terror, Noife and Amazement, are 


Notions or Freedom, knew not how to re- ; 


# 


F.. : 


i 


what only ftrike fervile Minds; but Order, 


Symmetry, ſilent Awe, Bleffings and Peace, 
ate Allurements to the Open, Simple, Inno- 
cent and Truly knowing; yet the very Nation 
among — the Holy Jeſus Deſcended to 


C4 Converſe 
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Converſe, had (if we may ſo ſpeak) in a man- 
ner tir'd Heaven with appearing in the more 
Pompous Demonſtrations of its Power: Th 
paſs d through Waves Divided and ZCrect for 
their March, they were ſupernaturally Fed in 
za Wilderneſs, a Mountain ſhook, and Thun- 
der utter'd their Law; Nations were Deſtroy'd 
to gain them Inheritance! But they ſoon forgot 
theſe Benefits, and upon the leaſt Ceſſation of 
Fear and Miracle, they deſerted their Creator, 
and return'd to their own Handy work Deities, 
who were as ſenſeleſs of their Makers, as them; 
ſelves were of theirs. _ 45 | 
.-- Thus. ſhort-liv'd is Wonder, and thus Im- 
potent to fix (what we have ſaid our Lawgiver 
deſigu'd) Conviction. © For which Reaſon our 
Aſtoniſnment in the New Teſtament is more 
- ſparingly rais'd, and that only to awaken our 
Attention to Plain, Eaſie, and Obvious Truths 
which ſupport themſelves when receiv'd) by 
the Authority of Miracle. 
We Read [Matth. iv.] that He was led into 
+a Wilderneſs, where he wonderfully bore Hun- 
-ger and Want for Forty Days; in the height of 
Which Exigence and Neceſſity, the Tempter 
came to him, ana Urg'd: him, if he were the 
Son of God, to Relieve his preſent Miſery, by 
turning the Stones into Bread; which Attempt 
vrhen he found Fruitleſs, and obſerv'd that he 
-wou'd Uſe no ſupernatural Relief, but bear 
Human Nature and its Infirmities, he At- 
; tacks, him the moſt acceptable way to our 
ealneſs in the Supplies of Pride and Vanity: 
He fhowed him the Kingdoms and ny {pt 
the World, (which he had purchas'd from V co ' 


%” 5 


4. 
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by his Defection from God) and offer. 1 _ 
the Dominion of 'em if he would Worſhip him; 


but our Lord Contemn' A this. alſo, and in his 


Want and Poverty retir'd into a private Village; 
where, and in the Adjacent Parts, if the Neceſ- 
ſitous Man lay in Obſcurity, the Merciful God 
did not, for he never diſcontinued his Viſible 


benign Affiſtance, to the Relief of the Diſeas d, 


. oſſeſsd 2 the Tormented. 


t his admirable Sermon upon the Mount, 
. « Ro gives his Divine ,Precepts in ſo 
liar a manner; and which ate ſo 


2 01 at o all the Rules of Life and right 
© Reaſon, hat they muſt needs. carry throughout 
a ſelf-evident. Authority to all that Read em; 
to thoſe that Obey em, from the firm Satiſ- 
faction Which they Inſpire; to thoſe that n 

ect em, from the Anxiety that naturally + 


rs art of, Man diſcover'd by him that Made it, 
d all our ſecret. Inipulſes to III, and falſe * 
pearances of Good, 90850 and detected: 
mong other ex ellent Doctrines, one which 
8 muſt be, to thoſe who are ſo harden'd 
s to read the Divine Oracles with Unbelief, 


e Argument of his Divinity : Bat 
ou Prayeſt, enter. into thy Cloſer, and. 


en t 
when thou bal [Pat thy Door, Pray. to thy Fo 
ther which is in Se cre, aud thy Father which 
eib in Secret ſhall Au Thee Openly. ¶ Matth. 


vi. 6.] Now it cannot enter 1105 118 Heart of © 


Wa; that an ay but God could be the Author 
2 Command fo 


halty not an larercourſe with our Souls, or 1975 
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tends a contrary. PraQtice- here is the Whole 


abſtracted from all worldly _ 
tereſts; for how abſurd were it in a Being, that 


34 the Cnuntrsrian Hero, 
not their moſt ſecret Motions, to direct our Ap- 
plication to it ſelf, ſa ſtrictiy apart, and out of 
5 of any Power tels than Ubi- 
There came to him a Captain, Marth. viii.] | 
in the behalf of his Servant, ee tor- 
mented with a Palſie: Our Lord promis'd him 
to come and heat him, but the Soldier (vrith an 
oOpenneſs and fincerity of Mind peculiar to his 
Profeſſion) who could not believe in, or ſerve 
Him, but with his whole Heart, told him, he 
knew Nature was in his Power with as de- 
otick a SubjeQion, as his Men were under . 
ns, begg*d him ouly 29 ſpeak him whole, and 
he knew he would be fo: Our Saviour extoll'd 
his honeſt, frank and unreſerved Confidence, 
gave him a ſuitable Sueceſs, aan ten away 
with this Glorious Eulogium, that he had not 
found ſuch Faith, no not in If ee 
Tpbus did he beftow Mercy and Salvation 
_ the eaſje and common terms of ordinary 
Friendſhip, as if there needed nothing to make 
him, but believing be would be, their Benefa- 
dor. And who, in the leaſt Affairs, is a Friend 
to him that diſtruſts him? 
Im plain and apt Parable, Similitude and Al- 
Tegory, he proceeded daily to inſpire and en- 
force the Doctrine of our Salvation; but they , 
of his Acquaintance, inſtead of receiving what 
they could not oppoſe, were. offended at the 
Preſumption, of being wiſer than they: Is not this 
the Carpenter's Son, is not his Mother call'd Ma- 
cr his Brethren, James, Joſeph, Simon and Judas: 
* [Mars Xii. .] I not raiſe their 
little Ideas above the co 


deration of him, in 
n thoſe 


* 
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ſthoſe Circumſtances familiar to em, or con- 
- reive that he who 'd not more Terrible 
or Pompous, ſhould have any thing more Exal» 
ted than themſelves; he in that Place therefore 
would not longer ineffectually exert a Power 
which was incapable of Cond ing the Pre- 
et of their narrow an mean Concepy | 


_ © Multitades follow'd him; Marth. 2v. ] and 
| brought him the Dumb, the Blind, the Sick and 
Maim'd; whom when their 'Creator had 
Touch'd, with a ſecond Life they Saw, Spoke, 
Leap'd and Ran; in Affection to him, and Ad- 
miration of his Actions, the Crowd could not 
leave him, but waited near him Three Days, 
Till they were almoſt as faint and helpleſs as 
others they brought for Succour: He had com- 
on on 'em, commanded em to be ſeated, 
and with ſeven Loaves, and a few little Fiſhe 
Fed four thouſand Men, befides Women — 
Children. Oh the Eeſtatick Entertainment ! 
when they could behold their Food immediate- 
inereaſe, to the Diftributer's Hand, and ſee 
their God in Perſon, Feeding and Refreſting his 
_ Creatures: Oh Envied Happineſs! But why do 
1 ſay Envied, as if our Good God did not ſtill 
Prefide over our temperate Meals, cheatful 
3 and innocent Converſations.” 
Bat tho the facred Story is every hero full 
of Miracles, not inferior to this, and tho” in 
the midſt of thoſe Acts of Divinity, he never 
gave the leaſt hint of a Deſign to become a Se- 
_ *@ular Prince, or in a Foreible or Miraculous. 
. manner to caſt off the Rowan Yoke — 4 
"We, and reſtore again _ 2 


"Ten. 
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rites of Heaven, to its former Indulgence, yet 
had not hitherto the Apoſtles themſelves (ſo 
deep ſet is out Natural Pride) any other than 
hopes of Worldly Power, Preferment, Riches 
and Pomp: For Peter, who it ſeems ever ſince 
he left his Net and his Skiff, Dreamt of no- 
thing but being a great Man, was utterly un- 
done to hear our Saviour explain to dem, up- 
on an Accident of Ambition among em, that 
his Kingdom was not of this World; and was 
10 ſcandaliz d, that he, whom he had ſo long 
follow'd, ſhould ſuffer the Ignominy, Shame 
and Death which he foretold, that he took him 
aſide, and ſaid, Be it far from thee, Lord, this 
Hall not he unto Thee: ¶ Matt. xvi. 2 2.] For which 
he ſuffer'd a ſevere Reprehenſion from his Ma- 
ſter, having in his View the Glory of Man, 
rather than that of God. 2 E 
The great Change of. things began to draw 
near, when the Lord of Nature thought fit as 
a. Saviour and Deliverer to make his public 
Entry into Jeruſalem, with more than the Power 
and Joy, but none of the Oſtentation and Pomp 
of a Triumph: L Matt. xxi.] He came Humble, 
Meek and Lowly; with an unfelt new Ecſta- 
ſie, Multitudes ſtrow'd his way. with Garments 
and Olive-branches,. Crying with loud Gladneſs 
and Acclamation, Heſannab to the Son of Da- 
vid, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the Name of 
the Lord! At this Great King's Acceſſion to 
his Throne, Men were not Ennobled but Say'd; 
Crimes were not Remitted, but Sins Forgiven; 
he did not beſtow. Medals, Honours, Favours, 
but Health, Joy, Sight, Speech! The firſt Ob- 
jet the Blind ever ſaw, was the Author f 
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Sight, while the Lame Ran before, and the 


— 


Dumb repeated the Hoſannab.! Thus Attended, 


he Entred into. his own 95 87 ihe Sacred 
Temple, and by his Divine Authority Expell'd 


Traders and Worldlings that P rophan'd it; 


and thus did he, for a time, uſe a great and 
deſpotick Power, to let Unbelievers underſtand, 
that *twas not want of, but Superiority to all 


Worldly Dominion, that made him not exert 
it: But is this then the Saviour, is this the De- 
liverer? ſhall this Obſcure Nazarene command 
Iſrael, and fit in the Throne of David? ſuch 
were the unpleaſant Forms. that ran in the 
Thoughts of the then Powerful in Feraſalem, 


upon the moſt Truly Glorious Entry: that ever 
Prince made; for there was not one that fol- 


low'd him, who was not in his Intereſt; their 
Proud and Diſdainful Hearts, which were Pe- 
trified with the Love and Pride of this. 8 


were impregnable to the Reception of ſo m 


8 


a Benefactor, and were now 1 exaſperated 
with Benefits to Conſpire his Death: Our Lord 


was ſenfible of their Deſign, and prepar'd his 


din Thrice that very Night. 


Diſciples for it, by recounting to em no more 
diſtin&tly what ſhould befall him; but Peter 

we an ungrounded Reſolution, and in aFluſh of 
Temper, made a Sanguine Proteſtation, [ Maze. 


xxv1, 33. ] that tho? all Men were offended in him, 


yet would not he be offended. It was a great 


Article of our Saviour's BuGinefs in the World 
to bring us to a Senſe of our Inability, without 


| God's Affiſtance, to do any thing Great or 
Good; he therefore told Pete 


hd though 
fo well of his Courage and Fidelity, that oy 


would both fail him, and even he ſiould den) 
RL 30: SG 
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_ parting with her Creator! _ 
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* But what Heart can conceire? What Tongue 
utter the Sequel? Who is That vonder 
ed, Mock d and Spurn'd? Whom do they dr 
like = Felon? Whither do they carry my Lor 

my King, my Saviour and my God? And will 
he Die to expiate thoſe very Injuries? See 
where they have Nait'd the Lord and Giver 
of Life! How his Wounds blacken.! His Bod 

writhes, 'and Heart heaves with Pity, and wi 

Agony ! Oh Almi Sufferer, look down, 
took down from Triumphant Infamy ! Lo 
he inclines his Head to his ſacred Boſom! Hark 


de Groans, ſee he Expires! The Earth trem- 


bles, the Temple rends, the Rocks burſt, the 
Dead Ariſe; ich are the Quick? Which 
are the Dead? Sure Nature, all Nature is de- 
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CHAP. III. 


IP HERE was nothing in our Sayiour's own 
1 


| Dortenent, or in the Principles He in- 
troducd for our Conduct, but what was o 


far from Oppoſing, that they rer 
iv 


fall in with the Statutes or Forms of any Ci 
Goverament whatever, and regarded em no 
other wiſe than to make us more Obedient to 
em: Yet the Profeſſors of this Doctrine were 
told they were to meet but very little Quarter, 
for the acceptable Service they were to do em, 


but muſt lay down their very Lives to bring us 
to à Contempt of their Grandeur, in Compari- 
ſon of Greater and Higher Purſuits? In order 


to 


_ 
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to this. Great End, their defpicable- Art 
awere and Meeknefs; the — "tf 
therefore of thoſe Arms is no Digreffion from 
our Purpoſe: It is in every Body's Obſervation 
with what Diſadvantage * a Poor Man enters 
upon the moſt Affairs, mach more 


_ rradiftion of the Rich, that is, the Wife; For 
as certainly as Wealth Acceptance and 
| Grace to alf thr ry P or fays or does, fo 
Poverty creates Diſeſteem, Scorn and —— 

dice to all the Undertakings of the * 
The Neceffitous Man has neither 
Lips, or Vnderf eng For his own, Friends 
ufe, but is in the 


Infection no Man will Relieve, or- Affiſt, or if 
che does, tis ſeldom with. fo much Pity 
(Traci, gd eee the 
an, on on the Patient: 
is a Circumſtance, wherein a Man finds all 
"the Good de deſerves inacceſſible, all the III 
unavoidable; and the Poor Hero is as certainly 
ed, as the Poor Villain Hang'd: Under 
theſe Preſſures the poor Man fpeaks with Le- 
tation, undertakes with Irrefolucion, and 
=. with Diſappointment: He ts: lighted in 
ens Converſations, overlook'd in their Aſſem- 
blies, and beaten at their Doors: But from 
whence alas has he this Treatment? from a 
Creature that has only the Supply of, but not 
an Exemption from the Wants which be 
deſpiſes him: For ſuch is the unaccountabile In- 


folence of Man, that he will not fee” that he + 


who' * . 


* 


condition with the 
Sick, with this Difference only, that his is an 
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diſputing” with the whole World, and in en- ; 
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' tural: Neceſſity with him that wants a Support; 
an ed be help'd, implies-t9 be indigent. In a 
Mord, after all you; can ſay of a, Man, con- 
_ clade that he is Rich, and you have made him 
Friends; nor have you utterly overthrown; a 
Man in the World's Opinion, till you have 
_ Naid he is Poor: This is the Emphatical Ex- 
preſſion of Praiſe and Blame, for Men ſo ſtu- 
pidly forget their natural Impotence and Want, 
that Riches and Poverty have taken in our Im 
gination the place of Innocence and Guilt; he 
therefore that has ſuffer'd the Contumelies, 
Diſappointments and Miſeries which attend the 
Por Man's Condition, and without running 
| into baſe, indecent or ſervile Arts for his re- 
dreſs, hath return'd upon an inſolent World 
its Seorn, He (I ſay) has fought. a nobler 
Fight, Conquer d greater. Difficulties, and de- 
ſerves: a brighter Diadem, than ever Fortune 
beſtow'd on the moſt fonded and moſt gaudy of 
her Favourites: But to capagitate one's ſelf” for 
this hard Work, how neceſſary is that Sublime 
and Heroick Virtue, Meekneſs? a Virtue which 
ſeems the very, Characteriſtick of a Chriſtian, 
and ariſes from a great, not a groveling Idea 
of things: For as certainly as Pride proceeds 
from a mean and narrow view of the little Ad- 
vantages about a Man's ſelf, ſo Meekneſs is 
founded on the extended Contemplation of the 
Place we bear in the Univerſe, and a juſt Ob- 
ſervation. how little, how empty, how waver- 
ing are our deepeſt Reſolves and Councils; and 
as (to a, welltaught Mind) when you've ſaid 
an Haughty, and Proud Man, you have ſpoke 
«DAM CAREC US Spirit, and, GaN 
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eable Carriage; fo: when you've ſaid a Man's 
Meek and Humble, you've acquainted us, that 
ſuch a Perſon. has arriv'd at the hardeſt Task 
in the World, in an univerſal Obſervation 
round him, to be quick to ſee his own Faults 
and other Men's Virtues, and at the height of 
pardoning every Man ſooner than himſelf; you've 
alſo given us to underſtand, that to treat him 
kindly, ſincerely and reſpectfully, is but a 
mere Juſtice to him that is ready to do us the 
ſame Offices: This Temper of Soul keeps us 
always awake to a juſt ſenſe of things, teaches 
us that we are as well akin to Worms as to Mi 
Angels, and as nothing is above theſe, ſo is no- | ; 
thing below thoſe: It keeps our Underſtanding = 
tight about us, ſo that all things appear to us 
great or little as they are in Nature, not as they 
r or ſullied by Accident and Fortune. 


; eckneſs is to the Mind, what a good 
Mein is to the Body, without which, the beſt 
Limb'd and fineſt Comple&ion'd Perſon may 
be very Diſagreeable; and with it, a very 
Homely and Plain one cannot be ſo: for a 
good Air ſupplies the Imperfection of Feature 
and Shape, by throwing a certain Beauty on 
the whole, which covers the diſagreeableneſs 
of the Parts; it has a State and Humility pe- 
culiar to it ſelf above alt Virtues, like the Ho- 

+ ly Scripture, its. ſacred Record, where the 
higheſt things are expreſs'd in the moſt eaſſe 
Terms, and which carries throughout a con- 
deſcending Explanation, and a certain Meck- 
J TS... . 1 
With this Circumſtance, and this ready Vir- 1 
tue, the faithful Followers of a Crucity'd 115 5 1 
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ſter were to ſhape tidy Cd to ah From 


Kingdom, and with that in Proſpect to con- 


temn the hazards and difaſters of a Cruel and 
Impenitent Generation. Great were the Acti- 
ons and Sufferings of all our Bleſſed Saviour's 
Apoſtles; but St. Paul being peculiarly ſent to 
Us who were or are Gentiles, he methinks 
more particularly challenges our regard: God, 
who beſtow'd upon others ſupernaturally the 
Gitt of Tongues, but not of Arts, thou 


fler a 
therefore fit to make uſe of him, already Ma 


in ſome meaſure of both, and qualified to con- 
verſe with the politer World by his Acquain- 
tance with their Studies, Laws and Cuſtoms: 
But tho* he ſhows himſelf by frequent brisk Sal- 


lies and quick Interrogatories, $kilful in ap- 


proaching the Paſſions by Rhetorick, yet he is 
very modeſt in any of thoſe Ornaments, and 
ſtrikes all along at the Reaſon, where he ne- 
ver fails to convince the Attentive and Unpre- 
judic'd ; and tho“ his Perſon was very defpica- 
ble (which to a Stranger is almoſt an inſupera- 
ble yt ws ſuch was the Power of 
the Commanding Truth which he utter'd, and 
| his Skill how and when to utter it, that there 
every where appears in his Character, either 
the Man of Buſineſs, the Gentleman, the Hero, 
the Apoſtle, or the Martyr ; which Eminen 
above the other Apoſtles, might well be expe 
ed from his Sanguine and Undertaking om- 
plexion, temper'd by Education, and quickned 
dy Grace: Tis true indeed, he had Oppos'd in 

the moſt Outragious and Violent manner this 
new Faith, and was acceſſary to the Murder 
of the glorious Leader of the Army of Mar- 
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tyrs, St. Stepben; but that fierce Diſpoſition fel! 
off with the Scales from his Eyes, and God, 
whoever regards the Intention, hard his mi- 
ſtaken Method of ferving him, and he is now 


ready to promote the ſame Religion by his Suf= 


ferings, which before he would have extirpa- 
ted by his Perfecutions. He and his Compa- 
nion had made very great Progreſs in the Con- 
verſion both of Jews and Gentiles, but certain Un- 
believers prompted the Multitude to a Reſolution 
at a general Aſſembly to Aſſaſſine em, | Ads 
iv.] but they, advertis'd of it, led unto Lycaonia, 
where their Actions and Eloquenee were very 
Succeſsful; but at Lyſtra, a certain poor Crip- 
ple (from his Mother's Womb) heard him with 
very particular Attention and Devotion, W hom 
the Apoſtle [obſerving in his very Countenance 
his warm Contrition and Preparation of Soul 
to receive the Benefit} commanded to ſtand Py 
upon which he immediately Jump'd upon his 
Legs, and Walk'd: This Miracle alarm'd the 
whole City, who believ'd their Gods had deſ- 
cended in Human Shapes: Barnabas was im- 
mediately 73 and Paul his M {The 
Prieft of Jupiter now is coming to Sacrifice 
to*em with Oren and Garlands ; but they ran into 
the Multitude, ver. 15. ] We are Men like you, are 
ject to the ſame Weakneſs, Inſirmities, and 
Pafſions with your ſelves: We, alas! are Im- 
potent of the great things our felves have done; 
your ap Yea Creator wilt no longer a wag 
wander i the Maze and Error of your Vanities 
and falſe Notions of his Deity, but has fent us 
with Inſtances of his Omnjpotence to awake 
you to a Worſhip worthy kim, and worthy 


you. Oh graceful Paſſage, to ſee the great A- 
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poſtle oppoſe his own Succeſs! Now only his 


Vehemence, his Power and his Eloquence are 
too feeble when they are urgent againſt them- 
ſelves; for with Prayers and Entreaties the 
_ Crowd could hardly be prevaiPd upon to for- 
bear their Adoration. But this Applauſe, like 
_ all other, was but a mere Guſt; for the Ma- 
lice of certain Jews follow'd em from [conn 
and quickly inſinuated into the giddy Multi- 
tude, as much Rancour as they had before De- 
votion; who in a tumultuary manner Ston'd 
St. Paul, and rc him as Dead, out of 
the Gates of the City; but he bore their Af- 
fronts with much leſs Indignation than their 
_ Worſhip: Here was in a trice the higheſt and 
loweſt Condition, the moſt | reſpectful and 
moſt infolent Treatment that Man could re- 


ceive; but Chriſtianity, which kept his Eye up- 


on the Cauſe not Effect of his Actions, (and 
always gives us a tranſient regard to tranſitory 
things,) depreſs'd him when Ador'd, exalted 
him when Affronted. B | 
But theſe two excellent Men, tho? they had 
the Endearments of Fellow-Suffering, and their 
Friendſhip heightned by the yet faſter tie of Re- 
ligion, could nat longer accompany each other, 
but upon a Diſpute; about taking Mart with 
em, [ Acts xv. ver. 39.] who it ſeems had be- 
fore deſerted em, their Diſſenſion grew to the 
higheſt aReſentment between Generous. Friends 
ever can, even to part and eltrange em: But 
they did it without Rancour, Malice, or per- 
haps Diſeſteem of each other; for God has 
made us, whether we obſerye it W 
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of being ſo or not, ſo much Inſtruments of his 


F 
2 
: 


great and ſecret Purpoſes, that he has given 
every individual Man, I know: not what pe- 
culiarly his own, which ſo much diſtinguiſhes : 


him from all other Perſons, that tis impoſſi- 
ble, ſometimes, for two of the ſame generous 
Reſolutions, Honeſty and Integrity to do well 
together; whether it be that Providence has ſo 
order'd it to diſtribute © Virtue the more; or 
whatever it is, ſuch is the frequent effect. For 


theſe noble Perſonages were forc'd to take dif- 
ferent Ways, and in thoſe were eminently uſe- 
ful in the ſame Cauſe; as you may have ſeen 
two Chymical Waters, aſunder, ſhiningly tran- 
ſparent, thrown together, muddy and offen- 


ſive. E | 


The: Apoſtle [A&s xvi.] was warn'd ina Vi- 
fion;to: go into Macedonia, whither he and his 


a 


now Companion Silas accordingly” went: At 
ilippi he commanded an Evil Spirit to de- 


part Out of a Young Woman; but her Maſter 


(to whom her Diſtraction was a Revenue, 


which ceas'd by her future Inability to anfwer . - 


the Demands : uſually made to her,) with the 
ordinary method of hiding private Malice in 
publick Zeal, rais'd the Multitude upon em, 


as Diſturbers of the publick Peace, and Inno- 
vators upon their Laws and Liberties: The - 
Multitude hurry'd em to the Magiſtrates, who 
happening to be as wiſe as themſelves, com- 
manded em to be Stripp'd, Whipp'd, and 


clapp'd in Goal: The Keeper receiving very 
ſtrict Orders for their ſafe Cuſtody, put em in 
Irons in the Dungeon; the abus'd Innocents 


had now no way left for their Redreſs, but 


„ applying 


- 


* 
- 
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WMNec Deus interfit niſi dignus vindice Nodus 
Inciderit — 1 . | 
"Let not a Cod approach the Scewe, 

In Caſes for a God too mean. TN 


Me muſt, to Men of Wit and Gallantry, 

quote out of their-own Scriptures. Their Ge- 

nerous way of Devotion, and ing Afﬀſt 

ance, was um Wan my for their preſent Ex- 
t 


tremities : the midſt of their Sores and 


and believing. all under his Cuſtody eſcap'd, 


went to diſpatch himſelf; but St. Paul calls to 
him, he comes and beholds his Priſoners de- 


tafn'd by nothing but their amazing Liberty; 


the Horror, Sorrow, Torture, and Deſpair of 
2 Dungeon, turn'd into the Joy, the Rapture, the 
Hallelujah, the Ecſtaſie of an Heav'n; He fell 
Trembtling at the Apoſtie's Feet, reſign'd him- 
ſelf to his Captives, and felt in himſelf the hap- 
py Exchange of his Liberty, for that Yoke in 
which alone is perfect Freedom. Early the 
next Morning, upon this ſtupendous occaſion, 
the Magiſtrates ſent Orders thoſe Men might 


be Releas' d: But St. Paul, who knew he had 


Law on his fide, and that his being a Priſoner 
made him not the leſs a Gentleman and a R- 


® Horace's G ner] Epiſile to the Pilo's, Verſe 105, 


plying to their God, who when all human Arts 
and Forces fail, is ready for our Relief, nor 
did St. Paul on leſs Occaſions implore præter - 


Chains, they Sang Hymns and Praiſes to their 
Creator: Immediately the Bolts flew, the Ma- 
nacles fell off, the Doors were opened, and the 

Earth ſhook : The Goaler awakes in Terrour, 


man, ſcorn'd their pretended Favour, nor would 


regard their Meſſage, till they bad themſelves _ 


in as publick a manner acknowledg'd their Of 
fence, as they had committed it, - which 

did by attending em in the Goal, and deſiring 
mi a Ceremonious manner they would leave the 
City; upon which the Apoſtle accepted his In- 


nets he had in that Town, [Acht xvi. 
and its Rulers to 


by et that painful Truth, 
which they had neither Power 0 gainſay, nor 
Ingenuity to acknow! 


lis taking leave of — Chief of the E phefian 
Churches, is hardly to be Read without Tears. 
— when he had reminded em of his — 
Blameleſs, Diſintereſted, Humble, and Labo- 
_ rious Carriage, he ints em with his Re- 


] left-it 


n Bana 43. 


ut, and when he had ſettled what Buſfi- 


ſolution of going to Jeruſalem, and never to 


return thither; ke knew not, he ſaid, what 


would particularly befal him there, but that 


in general, 1 Diſtreſſes and Indignities 
were the Portio his Life, which he was 


ready to hazard or lay down in a Cauſe which 


* 


has a certain ſweetneſs in it; that can make a 


Man embrace his Chains, and enjoy his Mi- 
ſeries; what could be anſwer's to his gallant 
Declaration and Behaviour, but what they di 
Hate xx. 32 All 
r. PauPs 


Kiſſed bim? Sorrow:ng 


ledge of his Carriage, to the Diſparageme 


the * and the Rites r theis ale _Mation's 6 
| Upon 


Kia fore, and fell — | 


— for — Words —_— he ſpake, that 
ſee his Face no more. Certain Jews 

l were glad to ſee him again at Feraſalem,, 

and inflam'd the City with their Perſonal KRnow—yꝛ- 


nt or 
1 
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Upon which he had been torn to Pieces, had 
he not been Reſewd by the Commanding Mi- 
litary Officer there; of whom (going with him 
as a Priſoner into the Caſtle) he obtain'd the 
Liberty of ſpeaking to the People: T hey heard 
him with great attention,;-.*till he contradicted ” 
their Monopoly of God; at which they loſt all 
Order and Patience. But Oppoſition was ſo 
far from. diſpiriting, that it did but quicken his 
Refolution; for his great Heart, inſtead "of 
Fainting and $ubſiding, roſe and biggen'd in 
proportion to any growing Danger that threat- 
ned him; however he is carry'd to his Impri- 
ſonment, but not even there to be without de- 
bate, for he is by the Commander's Order to 
be Scourg'd, to which he do's not Paſſively, 
or baſely ſubmit, but aſſerts his Roman Privi- 
lege, and Exemption from ſuch Indignities. 
He was thereupon next Morning brought 


do wꝛd to a Tryal by a Council of his own Na- 
L tion, [Acts chap. xxiii.] where upon his very 
| | opening his Mouth, the Chief Prieſt comman- 
4' ded him to be ſtruck, for which he calls him 
7: Hypocrite and falſe Pretender to Juſtice, who 


4 | could uſe a Man, he was to ſit as Judge of, ſo 
$' Inhumanly; but his good Breeding being foun- 
F ded upon no leſs a Sanction: than the Com- 


a mand of God, he immediately Recollects him- 
j ſelf, and acknowledges his Error and Diſre- 
Þ ſpe& to the Dignity of his Office: Yet. obſer-. 
- ving (by this Treatment: from the Preſident of 
the Council) the Uſage he was to expect, by 
| f a very skilful turn he makes Friends in an Al- 
=. ſembly unanimous in his Ruin, but in that on- 
2 ly unanimous; _ Phariſees, in which 878 ; 
3 c 


he was Bred, compoſing part of the Court, he 


His Enemies, gall 
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cloſes with their Belief of a ReſurreQion, and 


there grounded the Cruelty he had met with 
among the Jews: This put em into ſo great 
a Flame, that to ſave him he was forcibly ta- 


ken away into the 144 from whence he came: 
d to the quick at his 

Conſpir'd to Kill when (upon the High 

Preſs Requeſt) he ſhould be. remanded to a 

ryal: A 5 of the Apoſtle's acquainted 

bin with this; he was neither afraid or amaz d 


Nr but like a Man of Bufines 
and the World, diſcreetly and calmly. order d 
the Youth to be introduc'd td the Captai 


whom be knew anſwerable for the Safety of 


his Priſoner: The Officer in the Night ſent 


him with a ſtrong Party to Felix the EM. 
nor of the Province, and directed his Accuſers, 
to follow him thither : Before Felix, one Ter- 

tullus, a Mer Orator, banl'd an im 


tinent Harangue, introduc'd with falſe - Praiſe 


of the Judge, and clos'd with falſe Accuſation 
of the Prifoner, who with cogent plain Truths, 
and matter of Fact, baffled his barbarous Elo- 
* and Obtain d ſo good a Senſe of him- 
f and his Innocence with the Viceroy, that 
9 him a private Audience on the Subject 
of his Faith; but inſtead; of then making his 
Court to him, he fell upon his Excellency's own 


— Vices, talk d of Righteouſneſs, Tem- 


ance, and ment, with its Terrors for 


times, it ſeems, it was uſual to have Exceſs, 
Wantonneſs, and Gluttony, to be the Practice 


his 


uties. In thoſe Heben 
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| $0 The Cunrsrran Hewo, 
| Fs his Lordſhip, that hg fell into a ſudden Diſorder 
| ; 5 before his Inferior, and diſmiſs'd him till ano-— 
4 ther Seaſon; he afterwards frequently was en- 
0 tertain'd by him, not without hopes of a 
0 Bride, which was alſo, in very old Times, the _ 


tertain'd him with the Caſe of St. Paul, and 

acquainted him that he was at a loſs what to 
do with him: He was ſo Odious to the Jews, 
that he car d not to Enlarge him, and fo Inno- 
cent in himſelf, that he knew not what Ac- 
5 count to ſend with him to Rome: This mov'd 
Agrippa's Curioſity to hear him himſelf; in very 
great Pomp, he, his Siſter, and whole Retinue 
came to his Tryal : The Apoſtle made ſo ex- 
cellent a Defence, that Mean, Wrong'd, 
Poor and Unfriended as he was, 2 

x7, * * N | net 


S' way to the Favours of the Great. 
0 But Felix now leaving his Lieutenancy to 
1 Feſtus, this Friendleſs good Man was a proper 
1 Perſon for a Tool to his Vanity, by doing an 
$ - obliging thing to the Jews, in leaving him ſtill 
E in Cuſtody at his Departure, and no leſs uſeful 
$3 to his New Excellency to be Sacrific'd to *em 
7 upon his Entry: For at their requeſt to have 
XA 3 him brought to Fersſalem (deſigning to diſpatch' 
9 him by the way) tho?” he at firft denied it, he 
1 afterwards 1 it to the Apoſtle himſelf, to 
b have the Iſſue of his Fryal there: but he hand- 
ö ſomely evaded his baſe Condeſcenſion, and their 
EW as baſe Malice, by appealing as a Roman to Cæ- 
6 ſar himſelf, before whoſe Authority he alſo then 
Ip . Food: But he is ſtill kept in Goal in the fame 
 * tate, to gratifie the Jews, till Agripps the Te- 
2 trarch of Galilee came to wait on Feſtas, who. 
1 (after he had been there ſome Days) en- 
© 
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neither Ridiculous or etible to that 
S Audience, but prevazF'd fo far upon the 
Greateſt and Wiſeſt Man there, that ge 
forc'd him to declare, h- haſt almoſt. penna -. 


be a Sin not to repeat his very handſome An- 
ſwer. SIM. 


I would to God, that not only thou, but allo. *® 

all that hear me this Day, were not only almoſt, _. 

| but altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe 

bonds. 4455 Xxvi. ver. 29. „ ITT E..* 

His Appeal made it neceſſary in courſe of 

Law, that he ſhould go to Rome; in his 

Paſſage thither, and in the Tempeſt, Hunger 

and Shipwrack, his Conſtancy was not a Sup- 

port co him only, but alſo to the whole Come 

pany, and being thrown upon a barbarous 
fland, he did and receiv'd mutual Offices among 

the Poor Savages, not yet cultivated into Ingra- 

titude. At Rome, the other Priſoners were 

carry'd into ſafe Cuſtody; but he was permitted, 

with a Soldier only for his Ward, to live in 

his own hire Houle, teaching the things which 
concern the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, no Man forbid» 

ding him; for it was only in Nero's Reign, nor 

had Rome yet arriv'd at the exquiſite and refin'd 
Tyranny of an Inquiſition. Thus we have 

been diſtinct in runnipg through the more il» 

luſtrious Paſſages of this Conſummate Life 

and Character, as they are plac'd in Holy Writ, 

and may preſume, after all the Injuries we 

have done him, that there is not any Portraiture 

in the moſt excellent Writers of Morality, haar 

can come up to its Native Beauty; yet was nor, 


he contented to ſerve his, God only by Example, 


* 804 but the very 8 the Diſeiple, the 


4. 10 he E d. 1 Gn 


ter the Pa 


Y Tie CiKagrran Hed. 
buthas as Erhirietitly At 


I by Precept; whee 
he purſues Vice, and urges Virtue with all the 


Reafofi, Energy and Force that either good 


Senſe or Piety can Infpire: And not upon the 
and fleeting Foundation of the Inſenfſbility 
le Minds bear to the Aﬀaults of F ortane; 


8 has been the Impertinence of Heathen 


* and among them Feuern. 
7 A gd Man is not only the Friend of 


— Imitator of him, and true Child of his 
« Heavenly Father: He is True to Himſelf, and 


« acts with Conſtaney and Reſolution. Si 7% 


po a crofs Wind Talg fore ore d into the Powe: 
his Enefnſes, upon the Point 

* 4 8 bis Sword; "hd as the Pedele were en. 
1 N Toys Deng x the General, 

very well, and 

s Fortane's 
e Match: His "Courage Pc Provoktes und Defpi- 
« fes thoſe terrible ces, that would 
&* Fhflave us; 4 Wiſe is out of the reach 
« Gf Fortune, but not ſtee from the Malice of 
« ft: and all Attenipts upon him afe ho more 
« than Nerxet's Arrows; they may darken 
& the Day, but they Eintior ſtrike the Sun. _ 
This is Sewtca's very Spirit, Opinion and 
Genius: but alas, What Abfurdity is here! af- 
ytick of a Brave or Honeſt Min, 
ad the Diſciple and Imitator of God, this is in- 
anc'd in the bafeft Action a Man could be 
50 of; a General's diſpatching himſelf in an 
Ftream Difficulty, and deſerti W his Men and 


bis Honsar; Whit is this t doing a mem 


Action 
4 Le kurse, 34 4? of Seneca's Morals. Epiſt, 26. 
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tunes, propos 
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at e ntenance ? What could 

Is 2 God, out of the Power © 

ortune, do more in Obedience to what tes 
© call ſb, than Sacrificing his Life to it: But this 
is Boinbaſt got into the very Soul, Fullign in 
thinking! 


Quanto Redting bie qui wil wolitur anat. ; 


Hoy much better he? 

Be ye ftedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the? orks of the Lord, foraſmuch as you know. 
that your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
[1 Cor. xv. ver. 58.] , 
Here is ſup pporting our ſelves under Misfor- 

d upon the reaſonable terms of 
Reward and Puniſhment; and all other is Fan- 
taſtick, Arrogant and Ungrounded. 1 

The Firſt Epiſtle to Corinth is moſt exqui- 
fitely adapted to the preſent Lemper of England, 
nor 8 ever that ney ly OO of it) 

retend to Ore re ] d than at pre- 
Fenn LOX But St. Paul 15 85 Emphatically iſe 


funds frm thoſe emba ing e e of Senſe. 


eats for the and the Belly for 
eats; but God hall + 6h both it and them: 


Been ver. 13 


N AMlowe Bluſh and Confuſion 
in the Face of his Readers, when he argues on 
. ee for who can conceive his Body 
on of an immortal Spirit, capable to 
receive the Aſpiration and Grace of an Eterna 


Dru and at the ſame time, by Gluttony anc 


ana 25 4 aur r Were pur! Stud Gad and 
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runkenneſs, entertain in that Place Fuel to en: 
ame Gender nr Adultery, Rage and Re- 


ſtity 
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Chaſtity, Innocence and Temperance, {thoſe 
eafie and agreeable Companions,) were not - 
- preferable to the Convulſions of Wrath, and 
Tortures of Luſt. N | ag 
© Know ye not that your Bodies are the Mem- 
bers of Chriſt, 2 then take the Members of 
Chriſt and make them the Members of an Har- 
t? [I Cor. vi. ver. 15.) | 
How Ugly has he made Corinna at one Sen- 
tence? Shall I, who am conſcious that he who 
laid down an immaculate Body, to cleanſe me 
from the F ilth and Stain of a Pollnted one, and 
know that the Holy. Jeſus has promis'd to be 
preſent to all the Conflicts of my Soul, Baniſh 
him | thence, and be Guilty of ſo unnatural 
a Coition, as to throw that Temple into the 
Embraces of a Mercenary Strumpet? _- 
1 91 muſt we then deſert Love and the 
Fair | 2 . 


Ide Cordial Drop Hearv'n in our Cup has 
„ / OS 
To make the nauſcons Draught of Life go 


dotun. 
» 


No, God. forbid ! the Apoſtle allows us a vir- 
tuous Enjoyment of our Paſſions; but indeed 
extirpates all our falſe Ideas of Pleaſure and 
_ Happineſs in em; he takes. Love out of its 
Diſguiſe, and puts it on its own gay and be- 
coming Dreſs of Innocence; and indeed it is, 
among other Reaſons, from want of Wit and 
Invention in our Modern Gallants, that the 
beautiful Sex is abſurdly and vitiouſly enter- 
tain'd by em: Fer there is in their tender Frame, 
1 Bt hes native 
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accountable Contradictions, upon which there 
* de built Expoſtulations to divert a good 
and Intelligent young Woman, as well as the 
fulſome Raptures, guilty Impreſſions, ſenſeleſs 
Deifications, and pretended Deaths that are 
o_ ed Nert. IJ 
No Pen certainly ever ſurpaſs'd either the 
Logick or Rhetorick of his Fifteenth Chap- 
ter: How does he intermingle Hope and Fear, 
e and Death? Our rising from our Graves 
is moſt admirably Argued on the receiv'd Phi- 
loſophy, that Corruption precedes Generation, 
and the eaſie Inſtances of new Grain, new 


Plants and new Trees, from the minute Parti- 
cles of Seed; and when he has Buried us, how 


does he move the Heart with an Ob Death 


where is thy Sting! Oh Grave where is thy Vi- 
Cory! We have at once all along the quickeſt 


Touches of Diſtreſs and of Triumph. It were 
_ endleſs to enumerate theſe Excellencies and 
Beauties in his Writings; but ſince they were 
all in his more publick and miniſterial Office, 
let's ſee him in his private Life: There is no- 
thing expreſſes a Man's particular Character 
more fully than his Letters to his Intimate 
Friends; we have one of that Nature of this 
great Apoſtle to Philemon, which in the Mo- 
jern Language would perhaps run thus. 5 


«© II is with the deepeſt Satisfaction that I 
( 


every Day hear you Commended, for 


„your Generous Behaviour to all of that 
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native Simplicity, groundleſs Fear, and little un- 


+. 
1 
* 


8 - — 2 < N a I 
N X 0 8 
| 
1 * , 
* * 


56 The CunrisTiIAN HERO. 


| Faith, in the Articles of which I had the Ho- 
| if < nour and Happineſs to. Initiate you; for 
i. 4 which, tho' I might prefume to an Authori- 
$i} ty to oblige your Compliance in a Requeſt 
94 I am going to make to you, yet chuſe I ra- 
| hh « ther to apply my ſelf to you as a Friend, 


<« than an Apoſtle; for with a Man of your 
_ E Great Temper, I know 1 need not a more 
| 4 Powerful Pretence than that of my Age and 
7 & Impriſonmenit : Yet is not my Petition for 
2 MB my ſelf, but in behalf of the Bearer, your 
S 4 Servant Oausſimus, who has robb'd you, and 
<4 ran away from you; what he has Defrauded 
e you of, I will be anſwerable for, this ſhall 
de a Demand upon me; not to ſay that ou 
« owe me your very ſelf: I call'd him your 
<« Servant, but he is now alſo to be regarded 
« by you in a greater Relation, ev'n that of 
& your Fellow-Chriſtian; far I eſteem him a 
5 « Son of mine as much as your ſelf; nay me- 
= „thinks it is a certain peculiar Endearment of 
1 <4 him to me, that I had the happineſs of gain 
1 ing him in my Confinement :: I beſeech yau 
to receive him, and think it an Act of Provi- 
« dence, that he went away fram for 4 
% 'Seafon, to return more Improv'd to your 
« Service for ever. "© SE 
This Letter is the ſincere Image of a Wor- 
thy, Pious, and Brave Man, and the ready Ut- 
terance of a generous Chriſtian Temper ; How 
handſomely does he aſſume, tho* a Priſoner? 
— humbly condeſcend, tho' an Apoſtle? 
Oould any Requeſt have been made, or any 
Perſon oblig d with a better Grace? The very 
Criminal Servant, is no leſs with * 
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and his Brother; for Chriſtiani t 
it, which x Fwy Men Pty, nor on, 4 


ket, 19 5 2 Wache 92 2 5 
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Lite and Friendſhip; +08 what is there in 
th Meralig can pre! eſcribe, that can make 3 
lan do ſo much as the bigh Ambition of pleas 
his 3 8 with whom the Meth 
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ny various Forms of Calamity, are an ample 
Conviction, that to make our Lite one decent and 
conſiſtent Action, we ſhould have one conſtant 
Motive of Living, and that Motive a Confi- 

dence in God: For had he Breath'd on any o- 
ther Cauſe, inſtead of Application to the Al- 
mighty, he muſt hos many Occaſions which 
we have mention'd) have ran to the Dagger, or 

the Bowl of Poiſon: For the Heathen Virtue 
preſcribes Death before Stripes or Impriſon- 


ment; but whatever Pompous Look, Elegant 


Pens may have given to the Illuſtrious Diſtreſs'd 


(as they would have us think the Perſons are 
| Who to evade Miſeries, have profus'd their 
Lives, and ruſh'd to Death for Relief;) If we 


look to the bottom of things, we ſhall eafily 


obſerve, that *tis not a generous Scorn of 


Chains, or delicate Diſtaſte of an impertinent 
Being, (which two Pretences include all the 
Varniſh that is put upon Self-murder) but it 


ever was, and ever will- be, Pride or Cowar- 
diſe, that makes Life inſupportable : For, fince 


Accidents are not in our Power, but will (in 
fpite of all our Care and Vigilance) befall us; 
what remains, but that we accommodate our 
felves fo far, as to bear em with the greateſt 


Decency and handfomeſt Patience we are a- 


ble? And indeed Reſiſtance to what we cannot 
avoid, is not the effect of a valiant Heart, but 
a ſtubborn Stomach : Which Contumacy, till 


ve dave quite rooted out our Pride, will al- 
ways make things too little, and our Cowardiſe 


too large: For as Fear gives a falſe Idea of 


+. Sufferings, and Attempts, as above our Strength, 
" tho" they are not fach, fo Vanity makes * 
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deſpicable, and beneath us, which are rather 
for our Honour and Reputation; but if Men 


would fincerely underſtand that they are but 
Creatures, all the diſtinctions of Great and Lit- 
tle, High and Low, would be eaſily ſwallow'd 
up in the Contemplation of the Hopes we en- 
tertain in the Place we ſhall have in his Wen, 
hof is the eren = all e 


CHAP. IV. 


FTI fince we have hitherto. treated this 
het in Examples only, (by a View of 
ie Eminent ' Heathen, by a diſtant Admira- _ 
tion of the Life of our Bleſſed Saviour, and a 
near Examination of that of his ' Apoſtle St 
Paul.) and fince the Indulgence of Men's Pai- 
fi ons and Intereſts calls all things that contra- 
dict their Practice, mere Notion, and Theory: 
We muſt from this Place deſcend from 2 
bright Incentives of their Actions, to conſider 
Lower Life, and talk of Motives which are 
common to all Men, and which are the Im- 
pulſes of the ordinary World, as well as of 
Captains, Heroes, Worthies, Lawyivers, and 
Saints. Which when we have perform, if it ſhall 
appear, . thoſe Motives are beſt us'd and 
improv'd, when join'd with Religion; we may 
reſt alſur u, that it is a Stable, Sober, and Pra- 
ical, as well as Generous, Exalted and Hew 
5 roick Poſition that True Greatneſs of * 
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Nee Springs of Human Actions are Fame 
| ſeience; for tho we. uſually fay ſych 
a one does not value his Reputation, and ſueh 

a. one is a-Man of no Conſcience, it will per- 
haps be very eaſie 40 -prave, that there ſeldom 
lives a Perſon ſo Profligate and Abandon'd, as 
not to prefer either the One or the Other, even 
to Life its ſelf; and by the way, methinks, the 
ick Pleaſure Men taſte in the one, and as 
hvely Smart in the other, are ſtrong Argu- 
ments of their ar Nature: For ſuch 


and raife Is (een while we axe in 
a which does not at 


the Paſſion ar Fame, that it never ſeems ut- 
<erly extinct: For not to look among the Meni 
of the Sword, (whoſe whole Pay tt is, ) and 


Ties to enjoy it; not, I ſay to dwell upon 
them, whoſe more profaiied/ Purſuit is Glory, 


who publiſh theirs. They bath indeed aim 


"the Reputation -of C 


We will venture then to aſſert, that the 


ich is wholly Spirit and ine 
ong fas we were going to proceed) is | 


| wee ſhall find it Intrudes alſo as xeſtleſſy upon 
1 thoſe of the Quill, nay the very Authors w‚— 
a conceal their Names, are yet Vainer than gp | 


your Aplauſe, but the Mock · Diſguiſe of the 2 
1 * in the former, is but a more fabtle Ar- 
®rogance, at once to enjoy your 8 and 


4 


"us . Arad | 
is te be maintain d wor d Qhriſtian Prin- 


ty” 2c Sufferings and Enjoyments argue 
our Souls too large for their preſent Manjons, 


who ſuffer infinite Hazards, Toils and Miſe- 


miſtedtheir Senſe of things, —— tho' they Gor 
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only ſuch who wonld 
by great Actions, and Arts, but ev'n 
the loweſt of Mankind, — they who have 
| out of the Road, nat eniy of Honour, 
alfo common Honeſty, have ſtill a remain 
ing reliſh for Praiſe and Applauſe. For 2g 
may frequently obſerve Malefactors at an E- 
ecution, ev'n_ in that Weight of Shame — 
Terror, preſerve as it were a corner of their 
- for the Reception of Pity, and Dye with 
the ſturdy Satisfaction af nat appearing to 
dend at the or perhaps deſert their 
Acc — — and Betraying of 
whole ; ine "we frequently ſec they might hore 
fav'd their Oy n. 
By which laſt Inſtance that the baſeft Men 
have ſtill ſomething PugRilious to em) we 
may Obſerve, that the Senſe of Fame and Con- 
ſcience is __ quite - 
are come to worſt, we have only carry 
_ 'em into another Intereſt, and turn'd our Gra: 
tifications that way, only to different Objects; 
nor can it be imaginꝰd that the Love-Hiſtories 
we daily hear young Fellows relate gf the Fa- 
vours — Fondneſs of Nebauch'd Women to 
em, can be all that time defign'd for a Seli- 
Accuſation: No, their idle Minds have Only 


in their Shame, yet ſtill they Glory. 


What chen muſt Men do to make them - 
ſelves eaſie in this Invincible Paſſion, or how 


Wa that is of ſo Incon- 
r e ature, that if they Will be Maſters 
1 For . — 500 a 


ſhall 
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d, dut that when we 
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to dem, they are equally Contemptible: Thus 
they ſpend their Lives in purſuit of ax. ever ab- 
ſent Good; and yet, tho? Applauſe muſt never 
come quite Home to em, they are it ſeems. mi- 
*- ſerable, except they are conſcious that they have 


No if every Heart lies open to it, that 


Heart that is moſt Paſſionatè of it, muſt be in 
eternal Anxiety to attain it, though that very 
Love frequently leads to the Lois of it: For 
when our utmoſt Bliſs is plac'd' in this Charming 
Poſſeſſion of Praiſe, and the World's Opinion 


of our Accompliſhments, a Flatterer needs no 


more in Attempts upon Mens : Honeſty, and 
Women's Chaſtity, but their. being convinc'd 


their Crimes may be a Secret: So eaſily, alas? _ 


are both Sexes/led fy Admiration into Con- 


cempr.. i; 5 1 N 3 ir 
To Rectiſie, therefore, and Adjuſt our De- 
fires in this kind, we have the other concomi- 
tant Motive of a Living Conſcience, or the 
Knowledge and Judgment of what we are do- 
ing, which in the Voyage of Life is our Bal laſt, 
as the other is our Sail: But tho* Fame and 


Coönſcience, like Judge and Criminal, are thus 


plac'd together in us, they will have an Under- 
| Randing, and go into each other's Intereſt, ex- 


cept. there is à Superior Court, in which both 
may be examin'd. Here was the unhappy Block 


on which the noble Heathen ſtumbled, and loſt 
his way; for the bare Conſcience of a thing's 
being ill, was not of Conſideration enough of 


is ſelf to ſupport Men in the Anguiſh or Diſ- 


grace, Poverty and Impriſonment. But Suc- 


& 
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mand had Attractions too forcible to mere Mm 


to be relinquifh'd but with Life it ſelf; to which 


Truth, the braver and higher Part of the Hea- 


then World have dy'd Martyrs. 
T The different Sects and ſortings of themſelves 


into diſtin& Claſſes of Opinion, ſeem to be no 
Other than the Proſecution of this Natural Im- 
pulſe to 


Reputation, which Claſs. was Stoical, 


force and bent of their Complexions, ' which 


they miſunderſtood for their Conſcience; and 
Saluſt begins his fine Story of Carilize's Con- 
ſpiracy, with an acknowledgment to this Pur- 


pole, for he takes it to be the peculiar Duty 
and Superiority af the Human Race above other 
Animals (which he calls Prone and Obedient 
to their Bellies) Ne Vitam filentio tranſeant, 
not to let Life paſs away in a Lazy Silence; 


and further, 1s mibi demum vivere & frui Ani- 


ma videtur qui, negotio aliquo intentus Artis, B 
ne famam queris: He only in his Opinion 


might OY faid to Live, who being em- 


_ ploydin 


ome uſeful Affair, obtain'd a Repu- 


tation in an Honeſt or Liberal Art. Thus this 


Author of Sober and Excellent Senſe, makes 
it the End and happy Conſummation of a well- © 


ſpent Life, to arrive at a good Fame: which 


makes our Aſſertion in the Beginning of this 


Diſcourſe very Natural, viz. That the Hea- 


then Virtues, which were little elſe but Diſguis'@ 

or Artificial Paſſions, (ſince their Good was in 

Fame) muſt riſe or fall with Diſappointment 
- x or Succels.. 18 „ e 1 
No our good God, who claims not an 


utter Extirpatſon, but the Direction only of 


our 
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Mind of Man barc, than 19 £0 oder it ſelf a- 


loy'd 8 d in a man- 
a „ the Mad of the 
Unixerls —_— is 1 ever Buſie without 
Tail, and Working without \ Wearineſs. 
Thus the Spirit of Man, v7.4 new Acquiſi- 
tions, will daily: receive Earneſts of a nobler 
State, and by its own Enlargement beater ap- 


made, which knows ement of 


4 
| * N wilt 5 truly 


ecable, ſubſtantially Famous; for when the 
Xx Intention purſues the Service Al- 
| mighty, Didtinction will naturally come, the on- 


' rently Courted; nor will 
| afondneſs. of it, by: AfieBation in he 
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' It is not a Stoical Rant, but a rapture N 


Conſidence in a Man thus * to be un- 
mov'd at Misfortunes; let the Sea, or the Peo- 

ple rage; let the Billows beat, the World be 
confus'd, the 1 be ſhook; Iis not to him 
a Terror, but a daily requeſt of his to haſten the, 

finiſh this various Being, d enjo ” * 
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Scandal'd at the Proſperity the Profeſſors and | 
Teachers of this Sacred Faith ere br 
ject to em the Miſeries and Neceſſities of the 
Primitive Believers: Light and Superficial Men! 
Not ſeeing that Riches is a much more dange- 
rous Diſpenſation than that of Poverty ; This we 
Oppoſe as a Foe, That we run to meet as 3 
Friend, and an Enemy does his Work more- 
ſucceſsfully in an Embrace than a Blow: but 
inge the Neceffaries, Conveniencies and Ho - 
nours of Life which the Clergy enjoy, are ſo 
great an Offence to their Deſpiſers, they are 
the more engag'd to hold 'em dear; for they 
who envy a Man for what he has, would cer- 
tainly ſcorn him without it; when therefore 
they are both in good and bad Fortune irre- 
concilable to em, may they always offend with 
their Happineſs; for it is not to be doubted, 
but that there are Biſhops and Governours in 
the Church of England, whoſe decent Hoſpi- 
taljty, Meekneſs, and Charity to their Brethren, 
will place em in the fame Manſions with the 
moſt Heroick Poor, and convince the Miſtake 
of their Enemies, that the Eternal Paſtor has 
given his Worldly Bleſſings into Hands by 
Which he approves their Diſtribution; and ſtill 
beſtows —_ us great and x pag tact on 
that can Conquer the Difficulties and Enchant- 
men Ven it elf, © oe GT 
Io follow ſuch excellent Leaders, it will 
be neceſſar7 we now conſider alſo, what 
may be our beſt Rule in that State we call our 
good Fortune; and enquire whether Chriſtia- 
nity can as well become its Profeſſors in the 
Eujoyments of Proſperity, as we have ſeen it 


has 


1 


rn, +: 
has in the hardſhips of Adverfity; this alſo we 7 
ſhall 'deſt know by contemplaring our natural 
Frame and Tendency, which Religion either 
aſſiſts or corrects in theſe Circumſtances.  _... 
I. The Eternal God, in whom we Live, and 
Move, and have our Being, has Impreſs'd up- 
on us all one Nature, which as an Emanation 
from him. who is Univerſal Life, preſſes us by 
Natural Society to. a cloſe Union with each 
other; which is, methinks, a ſort of Enlarge- 
ment of our very ſelves when we run intq the | 
Ideas, Senſations and Concerns of our Bre. Wh 
thren: By this Force of their Make, Men are 
inſenſibly hurried into each other, and by a ſe- 
cret Charm we lament with the Unfortunate, 
and rejoice with the Glad; for it is not poſſible 
for an human Heart to be averſe to any thing 
that is Human: But by the very: Mien 
apd Geſture of the Joyful and Diſtrefs'd we 
iſe and fall into their Condition; and fince Joy 
is Communicative, *tis reaſonable that Grief 
ſhould be Contagious, both which are ſeen and 
felt at a Look, for one Man's Eyes ate Specta- 
cles to another to Read his Heart: Thoſe uſe- 
ful and honeſt Inſtruments do not only diſeo- 
ver Objects to us, but make our ſelves. alſo 
Tranſparent; for they, in ſpite of Diſſimulati- 
on, when the Heart is full, will brighten into 
Gladneſs, and guſh into Tears: From this 
Foundation in Nature is kindled that noble 
Spark of Cœleſtial Fire, we call Charity or Come 
paſſion, which opens our Boſoms, and extends 
our Arms to Embrace all Mankind, and by = 
this it is that the Amorous Man is not more "x 
ſuddenly melted with Beauty, than the Com- 
paſſionate with Miſery. © a” 6 
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Tas are we fram d for mutual Kindneſs, goed 
AvI- 


Will and Service, and therefore. our Bleſſed 
dur has been pleaſed to give us (as a reiterated 


Abridgment of all his Law) the Command of 
Loving one another; and the Man that imbibes 
that noble Principle is in no Danger of inſo- 
lently Tranſgre ing againſt his Fellow Crea- 


_ tures, but will certainly uſe all the Advantages 
Which he has from Nature and Fortune to the 


Good and Welfare of others, for whoſe Be- 


knows he was Created : This Temper of Mind, 
When neither Polluted or Miſ-led, tends to this 
Purpoſe, and the Improvement of it by Religion 


raiſes on it an exalted Superſtructure, which in- 
_ clines him, in his Words and Actions, to be 
_ above the little Crafts and Doubles with which 
the World beneath him is perpiex'd: He is in- 


trinfically poſſeſſed of what mere Morality mult 
own to be a Fantaſtical Chimera, 


_ wholly diſintereſted in the Affairs ifs Per- 


ſon he affects or beftiends; for indeed when the 
Regard. of our Maker is not our firſt Im- 
puſſe and Deſire in our Hopes 


pes ANA T urpoles 
it is jmpofiible bat that the Fondneſs of ous 
{elves aud our own Intereſt muſt recur upon 
us, and leaven the whole Courle of Qur Adti- 


ons: When the Fountain is Muddy it muſſ 


ſtain the Rivylet, and the predominant Paſſion 
ives a TinGure to all, aur Cares and Pleaſures; 


that Men ordinarily Love others aut of a 


| Fenderneſs to themſelves, and do good Offices 
Uſyry : Nay, 


to receive em with Increaſe and ; 
if we follow the beſt Friendſhip we meet Wh 


to its Saurſe, and allow it to be what it ſome- | 


times really is, a paſſionatę Inglination to ſerye 


another, 


I 


nefit (next to the Adoration of his Maker) he 
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another, without hopes or viſible Poſſibility of re- 
ceiving a Return, yet we muſt alſo allow, that there 
is a deep Intereſt to our ſelves {though indeed 
a Beautiful one) in ſatisfying that Inclination; 
but that good Intention is ſubject to be Chang d 
and Interrupted N. perhaps it was taken up) 
by Aceident, Miſtake, or turn of Humour; but 
on Lots ot Ee 
muſt be unchangeable, the Caüle of his Be- 
nevolence to us is ſo; and though indeed he is 
not without Self regard in the hopes of receiv- 
ing one Day an im zeward of all his La- 
bor, yet ſinee that is ſeparate from this World, 
it is to all Ihtents of Life, as far from the In- 
terfering with our Purpoſes, as if he had no ſuch - 
Expectation; and that very Proſpect in him is 
not of à ſelfiſn incommunicable Nature, but is 
augmented and furthered by our Participation, 
white his Joys are quickned and redoubled by 0 
F the joint Wiſhes of others: This is that bleſſed © 
a State of Mind which is ſo excellently call! d 
Singleneſs of Heart; which inſeparable Peace 
and Happineſs, tis not in the power of all the 
Tinfel in the World to diſcompoſe; for to a 
Chriſtian and knowing Mind Earth is but 
Earth, though the refin'd Dirt ſhine into Gems, 
and gliſter into Ge. ta, 
le that thus juſtly-values the Wealth which 
. Heav'n has beftow'd upon him, cannot grow 
giddy in the Poſſeſſion of it, tor it ſerves only to 
expreſs a Noble and Chriſtian Nature, which diſ- 
penſes liberally, and enjoys abitinently the Goods 
which he knows he may loſe and muſt leave: But 
this entefiſive -Magranimity, according to the 
Rules of our Faithf is not to be beſtow'd auge 
fe N N only 
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70 be CHRISTIAN Hero; 
only who are our Friends, but muſt reach alſo 
to our very Eneinies; though good Senſe as well 
as Religion is ſoutterly baniſhed the World, that 
Men glory in their very Paſſions, and purſue 
Trifles with the utmoſt. Vengeance: So little 
do they know that to Forgive is the moſt ar- 
duous Pitch human Nature can arrive at; a 
Coward has often Fought, a Coward has often 
 Conquer'd, but à Coward never Forgave. 
The Power of doing that flows from a Strength 
of Soul conſcious of its own Force, whence it 
_ draws a gertain Safety which its Enemy is not 
of Conſideration enough to Interrupt; for tis 
peculiar in the Make of a brave Man to have 
his Friends ſeem much above him, his Enemies 
much below him. „ =; 
Yet _ the negle& of our Enemies may 
ſo intenſe a Forgiveneſs, as the Love of em is 
ot to be in the leaſt accounted for by the force of 
onlticotion, but is a more ſpiritual and refin'd 
Moral introduc'd by him, who Dy'd for thoſe 
that Perſecuted him, yet very Ju ly deliver'd 
to us, when we conſider our ſelves as Offen- 
ders, and to be forgiven on the reaſonable 
Terms of forgiving; For who can ask what he 
will not beſtow? Eſpecially when that Gift is 
attended with a Redemption from the cruelleſt 
Slavery to the moſt acceptable Freedom: For 
when the Mind is in the Contemplation of Re- 
venge, all its Thoughts muſt ſurely be Tor- 
tur'd with the Alternate Pangs of Rancour, 
Envy, Hatred and Indignation: And they who 
profeſs a Sweet in the Enjoyment of it, cer- 
tainly never felt the conſummate Bliſs of Re- 
conciliation : At ſuch an Inſtant the falſe Ideas 
as enen we 
| 8 ba 


”— 


* 
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we received unravel, and the Shineſs, the Di- 
ſtruſt, the ſecret Scorns, and all the baſe Satis- 
factions, Men had in each other's Faults and 
Misfortunes, are diſpell'd, and their Souls ap- 
pu in their Native Whiteneſs, without the 
leaſt Streak of that Malice or Diſtaſte which 
ſallied em: And perhaps thoſe very Actions, 
Which (when we look'd at em in the oblique 
_ Glance with which Hatred doth always ſee 


Things) were Horrid and Odious, when ob- 


ſerv'd with honeſt and open Eyes, are Beaute 
ons and: DeidmentsTF.: 5 ET ef, 0h 
But if Men are averſe to us in the moſt vio- 
lent Degree, and we can never bring em to 
an amicable "Temper, then indeed we are to 
_ exert an obſtinate Oppoſition to em, and never 
let the Malice of our Enemies have ſo effectual 
an Advantage over us, as to eſcape our good 
Will: For the neglected and deſpiſed Tenets 
of Religion are ſo Generous, and in ſo Tran- 
ſcendent and Heroick a manner diſpoſed for 
publick Good, that tis not in a Man's Power 
to avoid their Influence; for the Chriſtian is as 
much inclin'd to your Service when your Ene- 
my, as the moral Man when your Friend. © 
No fince the Dictates of - Chriſtianity are 
thus excellently ſuited to an enlarg'd Love and 
Ambition to ſerve the World, the moſt imme- 
diate Method of ſeeing to What height they 
would accompliſh that noble Work, is taking 
the Liberty of obſerving how they would na- 
turally Influence the Actions and Paffions of 
ſuch ons, as have Power to exert all the 
Dictates and Impulſes which are Inſpir'd, either 
dy their Inclinations or Opinions; for what - 
5 N "ever 
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ever is Acted in the narrow Path of a private Life, 
paſſes away in the fame Obſcurity that 'twas 
-perfortn'd * While the Purpoſes and Conduct 
S. Princes attract all Eyes, and employ all 


| ; 1n which difficult Station and Chara- 
= Fog 4 isn 


ot poſſible, but that a Man, withg a. 


Religion muſt be much more exquiſitely H 
than the meaneſt of his Vaſſals; for the -- 29 


ed Pomp and Pageantry of Greatneſs muſt needs 
become in time, either Languid in the Satisfa- 


| ions. they give, or turn de Heads of the 


Powerful, ſo that *tis abſolutely neceflary that 
=w — — Irs COR + 4 wrong N and 
ep Regard, to keep his ition from being 
8 either to himſelf or others. 
There were not ever before the Entrance of 
the Chriſtian Name into the World, Men who 
have naimain'd a more renown'd Carriage than 
the two great Rivals who poſſeſs the full Fame 
of the preſent Age, and will be the Them and 
Examination of the future: They are exaRtly . 
formed by Nature for - thoſe Ends, to * 8 
Heaven ſcems to have ſent em 
Both animated with a reſtleſs Deſire of ory 
but purſue it by different Means, and with 
ferent Motives : To one it conſiſis in an exten- 
Gve undiſputed Empire over his Subjects, to 
the other in their rational and hain. Obe- 
dience: One's Happineſs is founded in their 
want of Power, the other's in their want of 
Deſire to oppoſe him : The one enjoys the Sum- 
met of Fortune with the Luxury of a Perſian, 
the other with the Moderation of a Spartan; 
one is made to Oppreſs, the other to relieve the 


Oppreſted: * ſatisfied with the "- 
an 


þ 


V1; 


* 


Which prompt Addreſs his 


protect em: To one therefore Religion is but 
a convenient Diſguiſe, to the other a vigorous 
Motive of Action. * Ee 

For without ſuch Tyes of real and ſolid Ho- 


but after the Machiavilian Scheme, by which 
a Prince muſt ever ſeem to have all Virtues, 
but really to be Maſter of none, but is to be 
Liberal, Merciful and Juſt, only as they ſerve, 


his Intereſts; while with the noble Art of Hy- 


pocriſie, Empire would be to be Extended, and 
new Conqueſts be made 0 new Devices, by 


ſenſibly give Law in the Buſineſs of Like, by. 


leading Men in the Entertainment of it, and 
making their great Monarch the Fountain of 
all that's delicate and refin'd, and t 

Model for Opinions in Pleaſure, as well as the, 
Pattern in Dreſs; which might prevail ſo far up- 


and his Court the, 


on an undiſcerning World as (to accompliſh. 
it for its approaching i to make it re- 
ceive Aa. ſuperfluous. Babble 

HASTE gn er cit 
Thus when Words and Show are apt to paſs. 


* 
. 


for the ſubſtantial Things we are only to. ex- A 


preſs, there would need no more to enflave a 
Country but to adorn a Court; for while every 


Man's Vanity makes him believe himſelf capa- 
ble of becoming Luxury, Enjoyments are. a. 


— Bait for Sufferings, and the hopes of 
Preferment Invitations to Servitude, Which Sla- 
very would be colour'd with all the Agree>, 
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and Oftentation of Power to prefer and debaſe. - 


his Inferiors, the other delighted only with the 
Cauſe and Foundation of it, to cheriſn and 


or an Univerſal, 


nour, there is no way of forming a Monarch, 


reatures might in- 


2 
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ments, as they call it, Imaginable: The nobleſt 
Arts and Artiſts, the fineſt Pens and moſt 
elegant Minds, jointly employ'd to ſet it off, 
with the various Embelliſhments of ſumptu- 
ous Entertainments, charming Aſſemblies, and 
poliſh'd Diſcourſes: And thoſe Apoſtate Abili- 
ties of Men, the ador d Monarch might pro- 
fuſely and skilfully encourage, while they flat- 
ter his Virtue, and gild his Vice at fo high a 
rate, that he without Scorn of the one, or Foe 
of the other, would alternately and occaſionally 
uſe both, fo that his Bounty ſhould ſupport him 


1 in his Rapines, his Mercy in his Cruelties. 

= | Nor is it to give Things a more ſevere Look 
Y than is natural, to ſuppoſe ſuch muſt be the 
1 Conſequences of a Prince's having no other 


Purſuit than that of his own Glory; for if we 
conſider an Infant born into the World, and 
beholding it ſelf the mightieſt Thing in it, it 
ſelf the preſent Admiration and future Proſpect 
of a fawning People, who profeſs themſelves 
great or mean according to the Figure he is to : 
make amongſt em; what'Fancy would not be | 
Debauch'd to believe they were but what they. 
profeſſed themſelves, his mere Creatures, and 
uſe em as ſuch, by purchaſing with their Lives 
a boundleſs Renown, which he, for want of a 
more juſt Proſpect, would place in the number 
| of Slaves, and the extent of his Territories * 
tach undoubtedly would be the Tragical Effects 
of a Prince's living with no Religion, which are 
not to be ſurpals'd: but by his having a false 
> ene. . $3 Chan 2 1 1 , 
If Ambition were Spirited with Zeal, what | |; 
would follow, but that his People * 1 


43 
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be converted into an Army, whoſe Swords can 


make Right in Power, and ſolve Controverſie 


in Belief? and if Men ſhould be ſtiff-necked to 
the Doctrine of that viſible Church, let em be 
contented-with an Oar, and a Chain, in the midſt 
of Stripes and Anguiſh, ro contemplate on him, 
W _ Yoke is cafie, and whoſe Burthen is 

| ith a Tyranny begun on his own Subjects 

and Indignation that others draw their Breath 
Independent of his Frown or Smile, why 


ſhould he not proceed to the Seizure of the Wm b 


World; and if nothing but the Thirſt of Sway 
Were the Motive of his Actions, why ſhould 
Treaties be other than mere Words, or ſolemn 
National Compæcts be any thing but an Halt in 
the March of that Army, who are never to 
lay dowyn their Arms, till all Men are reduc'd 
to the Neceſſity of Hanging their Lives on 
his Way-ward Will; who eſe Supinely, 
and at Leiſure, expiate his own Sins by other 
Mens Sufferings; while he daily Meditates 
New Slaughter, and New Conqueſt. f 
For mere Man, when giddy with unbridled 
Power, is an inſatiate Ido], not to be appeas'd 
with Myriads offer d to his Pride, which may 
be puffed up by the Adulation of a baſe and 
proſtrate World, into an Opinion that he is 
ſomething more than Human, by being ſome- 
thing leſs: And alas, what is there that Mortal 
Man will not believe of himſelf, when Com- 
plimented with the Attributes of God? He can 
then conceive Thoughts of a Power as Omni. 
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w. i preſent as his: But ſhould there be: ſuch a Foe 
FY of Mankind now _ Earth, have our Sins ſo 
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tar provok'd Heav'n, that we are left utterly. | 


1 


o 


Naked to his Fury? Is there no Power, no 
Leader, no Genius that can conduct and animate 
us to our Death, or our Defence? Ves, our great 
God never gave one to Reign by his Permiſſion, but 
he 7 0 another alſo to Reign by his Grace. 
- All the Circumſtances of the Illuſtrious Life 


of our Prince ſeem to have Conſpir'd to make 


him the Check and Bridle of I'yranny, for his 
Mind has been ſtrengthen'd and confirm'd by 
one continued Struggle, and Heav'n has Edu- 
cated him by Adverſity to a quick Senſe of the 


Diſtreſſes and Miſeries of Mankind, which he 


was born to Redreſs: In juſt Scorn of the tri- 
vial Glories and light Oſtentations of Power, 
that Glorious Inſtrument of Providence, moves 
like that, in a ſteddy, calm and ſilent Courſe, 
Independent either of Applauſe or of Calumny, 
which renders him, if not in a Political, yet in a 
Moral, a Ehiloſophick, an Heroick, and Chri- 
ſtian Senſe, an abſolute Monarch: Who ſatis- 
fied with this unchangeable, juſt and ample 
Glory, muſt needs turn all his Regards from 
himſelf, to the Service of others; for he begins 


his Enterprizes with his own ſhare in the Suc- 


ceſs. of 'em, for Integrity bears in its ſelf its, 
Reward, nor can that which depends not on 
Event ever know Diſappointment. 

With the undoubted Character of a glorious 
Captain, and (what he much more Values than 
the moſt ſplendid Titles) that of a ſincere and 
honeſt Man, he is the Hope and Stay of EA. 
rope, an Univerſal Good not to be Engroſſed 


by us only; for diſtant Potentates implore his 


Friendſhip, and injur'd Empires Cut his Af 
"4 | ' 4 i * ance; ; 


de Curtstian HERO. 77 


ſiſtance: He rules the World, not by an Invas 

ſſion of the People of the Earth; but the Ad-. 
dreſs of its Princes; and if that World ſhould ' © 

be again rous'd from the Repoſe which his pre- 
vailing Arms have giv'n ſt, Why ſhould we not 
hope that there is an "Almighty, by whoſe In- 
fluence the terrible Enemy that thinks himſelf 
prepar'd for Battel, may find he is but ripe for 
Deſtruction, and that there may be in the 
Womb of Time great Incidents, which may 
make the Cataſtrophe of a proſperous Life as 
Unfortunate, as the particular Scenes of it 
were Succelsfaly. = 4 'S +» 

For there does not want a skilful Eye, and 
reſolute Arm, to obſerve and graſp the Occa- 
fion: A Prince, who from a juſt Notion of 
his Duty to that Being, to whom he muſt be 
accountable, has in the Service of his Fellow- 
Creatures, a noble Contempt of Pleaſures, and 
Patience of Labours, to whom *tis Hereditary 
to be the Guardian and Aſſerter of the Native 

| Rights and Liberties of Mankind; and who, 
| with a rational Ambition, knows. how much 
; greater tis to give than take away; whoſe eve- 
; ry Day is productive of ſome: great Action, 
„ in behalf of Men's Univerſal Liberty, which 
x great Affection to 'em tis not in the Power of 


their very Ingratitude to alienate; he is Con- 4 
ſtant and Collected in himſelf, nor can their 9 
Murmurs interrupt his Toil, any more than 
4 their Dreams his Vigilance; a. Prince, who ne- 
ETD ver did or ſpoke any thing that could juſtly give 
4 Grief to his People, but when he mention'd TE 
8 his Succe ſſion to em: But what grateful Mind 
5 can bear that . Reflection? No, 
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